
I would like to begin this newsletter by 
congratulating our Year 6 children on the 
completion of their SATs tests this week. Their 
resilience and attitude towards the tests has 
been phenomenal. I can say with confidence 
that the children have tried their absolute best 
and no one can ask any more than that. One of the 
highlights has been watching the children enjoy a special 
breakfast each morning which served not only to ensure 
they were ‘topped up with fuel’ but also to reduce any 
anxiety that the children felt. Thank you to the whole staff 
team, especially the Year 6 staff who have guided and 

supported the 
children in the 
lead up to SATs. 
We treated the 
children to an 
ice-cream today 
to thank them for 
their hard work.


 
I know that our Year 2 children are working their way 
through the KS1 SATs tests and again are working 
incredibly hard, maintaining concentration throughout. 
Thank you to our Year 2 team for everything you are 
doing to ensure our children achieve their best.


In the next month, Year 1 children will undertake the 
Phonics screening check. In addition, the Year 4 children 
will be completing the Multiplication Check. Once again, I 
appeal to parents to provide as much opportunity to 

practice and rehearse phonic and multiplication skills at 
home. It goes without saying that these are lifelong skills 
and will stand them in good stead in the future.


Year 5 children took part in a Refugee Walk on 
Wednesday, each group chose their route from High 
Beech to St John’s. The Year 5 team are wishing to raise 
as much money as possible for this very special cause.


I would like to update you on our plans to develop an 
onsite kitchen at St John’s. As you know we have 
completed detailed plans following input from a number 
of contractors including drainage, mechanical and 
electrical and kitchen specialists. We are still waiting on 
planning approval from Epping Forest District Council 
but remain hopeful that consent will be given. Meanwhile 
we have proceeded with a tender process. Five 
contractors were invited to tender, but so far only two 
have responded. The quotes returned are unhelpful; one 
quoting an astronomical amount and another 
significantly above the estimated build cost. I am now 
appealing to parents to ask whether you are able to help. 
If you work in construction or know someone who does 
and would be interested in this project, please notify the 
school office as soon as possible. Thank you.


Have an enjoyable weekend.


Mr Furness, Head Teacher
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UPCOMING EVENTS

BOOK LIBRARY 

Thurs 19th May   Year 3 trip to Science Museum 
23rd - 26th May   Arts Week - Platinum Jubilee 
27th May             Non-pupil Day - staff training 
30th May - 3rd June - Half Term break 
6th June              Children return to school 
21st June            Sports Day - Year 3, 4, 5 & 6 
21st June            Year 1 trip to Paradise Wildlife Park 
22nd June           Sports Day - Foundation, Year 1 & 2 
23rd June            Hawk Class assembly (9.30am) 
30th June            Deer Class assembly (9.30am) 
7th July                Wolf Class assembly (9.30am)                           


In the last newsletter I 
appealed to parents to help 
the school in purchasing a 
library of books. Thank you 
so much for your generosity 
as the collection is now taking shape. If you haven’t 
supported this cause and would still like to purchase a book 
or two, please visit: https://amzn.eu/hxTuIT0

HEPATITIS
As you may have seen in the news there has been a rise 
of children contracting hepatitis following diarrhoea and 
vomiting. As a result the DfE have suggested children 
remain off school for 48 hours after symptoms pass.
https://ukhsa.blog.gov.uk/2022/05/09/an-increase-in-
hepatitis-cases-in-children/

PARKING
There is still a minority of parents who are parking 
inappropriately, pulling onto the pavements where other 
parents and their children are walking. This is so 
dangerous and I cannot believe there is anyone who thinks 
this is acceptable. May I remind parents to use appropriate 
language with other parents and residents especially in 
front of children.

mailto:admin@st-johns-school.com
https://ukhsa.blog.gov.uk/2022/05/09/an-increase-in-hepatitis-cases-in-children/
https://ukhsa.blog.gov.uk/2022/05/09/an-increase-in-hepatitis-cases-in-children/
https://amzn.eu/hxTuIT0

