
What a fabulous end to the week to mark World 
Book Day serving to remind us all about the 
importance of reading not just for children, but 
adults too!  Do consider whether your home 
promotes a culture of reading. Do you have a 
library of books for your child to readily access? 
Do you schedule daily opportunities for you to read to 
your child and/or time for them to read independently? 
Do you model reading for pleasure yourselves? 

The last day to buy books from the Travelling Book 
Fayre is Tuesday 8th March. If you would like to buy 
additional books for our school / class libraries, we would 
be most grateful. 

Yesterday, children across the school joined with children 
in another class to read books to each other, which was 
lovely to hear. They all looked super in their book day 
costumes, well done parents and carers! 

Here are our World Book Day ‘best dressed’ winners! 

Last Friday, St John’s participated in the Year 5/6 and 
Year 4 Indoor Sports Hall Athletics events. We came 1st 
and 3rd respectively. Well done teams! Next week, 
children in Year 1 and Year 2 will be competing in the 
same event against other schools in Loughton and 
Buckhurst Hill. We wish you all the best! 

Last half term, the football team played in an East 
London football tournament. We made it through to the 
final and will play finalists from across the region. The 
matches take place on Friday 18th March. Good luck  
St John’s! 

Finally, a big thank you to the School Council and PTA 
for discussing and funding a campaign to stop parents 
stopping on the Zig Zag lines. Our ‘New Kids on the 
Block’ have received a warm welcome by the local 
community. The PTA have invested a considerable sum 
to highlight this danger and keep our children safe. 

Mr Furness, Head Teacher
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UPCOMING EVENTS

PARENT FORUM

7th & 9th Mar      Parents’ Evening for EYFS and KS1 
Thurs 10th Mar   Fox Class Assembly - 9.30am 
Thurs 17th Mar   Robin Class Assembly - 9.30am 
Fri 18th Mar        Comic Relief - non-uniform day 
Wed 23rd Mar     World Maths Day 
Thurs 31st Mar   Squirrel Class Assembly - 9.30am 
Fri 1st April          Easter Service 
                            End of term, EYFS finishing 1pm, KS1    
                            1.10pm, KS2 1.15pm 

 

CLASS ASSEMBLIES
We welcome the return of class assemblies presented live 
in the church, starting with Fox Class next Thursday. All 
children attend which means space is limited to two family 
members per child to watch. 
The assembly commences at 9.30am prompt. It is an 
expectation of mine that children sit silently in the church 
and therefore this is the same for all audience members. 
We also adhere to a strict no filming or photographs policy.

A reminder that the first meeting will take place in person 
on Wednesday 30th March at 9.15am. We have a 
representative for Year 5, but no other year groups as yet. 
Please let Mrs Seal know if you are able to represent your 
year group at this meeting.

COVID-19 UPDATE
Covid-19 is still present in our community with the news 
that one of our staff members has contracted the virus. This 
means we should continue to be vigilant and act 
responsibly if we experience symptoms, especially since 
regular testing has ceased. Whilst there is no requirement 
to self-isolate, the Government guidance does state that 
children and adults should not attend school or the 
workplace if they have symptoms. I have attached a letter 
from the Local Authority explaining the expectations for 
parents in all Essex schools.

PARENT FEEDBACK
The governors have analysed and summarised the results 
from the parent survey held last year.  They have produced 
a two page report, attached to this newsletter. We are 
delighted to see that you have recognised the progress 
that the school has made. However, we note that there are 
some areas that still require further work.

BAD LANGUAGE
I have had to remind children that the use of offensive 
language is not acceptable at St John’s. I will not tolerate 
this language and anyone caught using any swear word will 
result in a letter home to parents. I expect parents to 
support me in addressing this with their child, explaining 
that this is anti-social behaviour.
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