
With just half a day to go until the children 
break for the Christmas holidays, the Autumn 
term has gone in a flash. 

Despite every challenge thrown at us over the 
last few months, I have to commend you, the 
staff team, the children and the Governing 
Body for their unwavering support this term. Whenever 
we can, we will always put the children first and ensure 

that the tough 
decisions that we 
make are right for 
them. None more 
so than 
committing to the 
Nativity shows 
with a live 
audience. We are 

truly blessed to be associated to St John’s Church and 
have access to two wonderful performance spaces. It 
was delightful to have such an enthusiastic audience of 
parents and grandparents. It was clear everyone 
thoroughly enjoyed watching their child or grandchild 
perform so brilliantly. The children certainly did you and 
the staff team proud. 

The children arrived in their festive jumpers yesterday 
and they looked stunning. Thank you to parents who 
donated to the Save the Children charity. If you haven’t 
donated, please do. 

We had a very enjoyable Christmas Dinner and the 
catering team led by Mrs Kemp and Mrs Cook did 
exceptionally well to ensure that all 320 meals were 
served promptly. A 
special thank you to 
Mrs Hopkins and the 
midday team who made 
the Christmas meal 
experience enjoyable 
for everyone.   

When we return in 
January, I am in no 
doubt that we will still be managing Covid-19. We will 
continue to do as much as we can but understandably, 
some activities will need to be heavily adapted, 
particularly any class assembly performances so please 
watch this space. In the meantime, please continue to 
support the school in the way that you have by testing 
your children and notifying us of positive results through 
the Covid-19 form sent previously. We can then work 
with you to minimise infection rates.  

After 20 years, we say a fond farewell to Mrs Weston. 
We wish her well with her retirement. We thank her for 
everything she has done for the children at St John’s. 

This leaves me to thank everyone on behalf of the whole 
team for your kind messages, cards and gifts. We wish 
you and your family every happiness over the Christmas 
period. 

Mr Furness, Head Teacher
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UPCOMING EVENTS

ADVENT CALENDAR

Fri 17th Dec        Last day of term.  
                           Christmas Service (9.30am) 

EYFS finishing 1pm, KS1 1.10pm, KS2 1.15pm 

Spring term commences on Tuesday 4th January for all 
children. Please ensure that you arrive on time. The start 
times are 8.40am for Foundation, Year 1 and Year 2. For 
Year 3 to 6, children must arrive for 8.45am. 

  
Tues 11th Jan     Coronation Day event for Year 1

PUNCTUALITY
After Christmas, Mr Furness and Mrs Tinker will be 
monitoring that children arrive on time for school. Time 
keeping is ever so important for children to learn and also 
not miss out on key learning at the start of the school day. The children and staff 

have worked hard on this 
years’ Advent Calendar. 
Please continue to visit 
each day and solve the 
challenge questions.
http://advent.st-johns-
school.com

WINTER WEATHER
As we enter into the Winter months, severe weather can 
sometimes cause difficulties for the school to open safely. 
We will do everything possible to avoid a school closure. 
However, in the event that it becomes necessary to close 
due to staff or children not being able to travel safely to 
school or if the site and surrounding areas are unsafe, we 
will close the school. We intend to notify parents as early 
as possible on the day and before 7am. This will be 
communicated on our school website and through 
Instagram / Twitter. Instead, we will provide learning for 
children to access via Tapestry / Google Classroom. 
Please do not attempt to telephone the school as this 
may heed our ability to contact key individuals.
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