
The last three weeks have absolutely flown 
past; probably as a result of the giddy 
excitement of being back at school, and 
returning to a routine that feels vaguely familiar. 
It seems like it was a lifetime ago since we 
enjoyed watching children of all ages play 
together on the playgrounds and having the whole 
school together in the church for our daily assemblies. It 
is particularly delightful to have our parents and carers 
on site at pick up and we were pleased to welcome 
parents and carers to the our Meet the Teacher events. 
Watching children collaborating in their classrooms 
means that we are truly 
blessed and thankful that the 
things that make St John’s 
such a special place, have 
returned once more. 

The new school year has 
started so positively. We have 
welcomed new staff members 
to our team along with new pupils who have joined the 
school from Year 2 through to Year 6. We have already 
participated in several sporting events. Year 3 girls 

attended a local football 
tournament at Shooters in 
North Weald and over 60 
children in Year 5 and 6 put 
themselves forward in a bid 
to make the school football 
team. A small group of Year 
5 children proudly 

represented St John’s at a cricket festival at the 

Loughton Cricket club. Today, Year 2 children have taken 
part in a Capture the Flag competition. 

Initiatives to improve playtime experiences have had an 
immediate impact. The new playground markings that 
many of you will have seen on Instagram have been a 
tremendous hit and there is a palpable buzz of 
excitement about the 
children (and some adults!) 
as they try each and every 
area. The new play 
equipment, now cared for 
and managed by the pupils 
in each class, has made 
playtimes fun and 
interesting once more. I am indebted to the PTA 
committee who have, together with the parent 
community, fundraised for these lovely additions to our 
school. 

The gardening project has 
resulted in our first harvest. 
Some of the produce will be on 
display during our Harvest 
Festival assembly on Monday 
4th October. 

The PTA organised Fun Run is taking place on 
Wednesday 13th October. In the past we have raised 
over £8000 which has enabled us to transform spaces 
that have benefitted all of the children. Forms will be sent 
out shortly and we would value your generous support. 

Mr Furness, Head Teacher 

THE LINK 
FRIDAY 24TH SEPTEMBER 2021  Newsletter No 24

The project to build an on-site kitchen continues and we are 
close to finalising the design stages of the project. A tender 
will be released in the coming month to identify a contractor 
who will undertake the construction work. I will keep you 
posted with updates throughout the year.
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SCHOOL KITCHEN UPDATE
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UPCOMING EVENTS

MEET THE TEACHER
Thank you to everyone who attended the Meet the 
Teacher sessions that took place over the past two 
weeks. We recognise that due to work and family 
commitments, not everyone has been able to attend. We 
have placed all of the presentations on our website for 
you to view and reference. Please do take a look. 

https://st-johns-school.com/Meet-the-Teacher-2021/

Thurs 30th Sept    Information Evening for EYFS 
                              parents / carers (6pm) 
Mon 4th Oct          Harvest Festival Assembly 
Tues 5th Oct         World Teachers’ Day 
Wed 6th Oct          Individual School Photographs 
Wed 13th Oct        PTA Fun Run 
Thurs 14th Oct      Badger Class Assembly - 9.30am 
                              (parents / carers invited) 

Please note: Further dates for the year ahead and term 
dates are available on our website.

PARKING REMINDER
There is strictly no parking on our school site. However, 
please be respectful to local residents, parents and 
members of the public when parking your vehicles. Either 
Mrs Tinker or I try to supervise the road each morning. I 
am pleased to say that the majority of parents no longer 
stop or park on the zig-zag lines. Thank you for keeping 
our children safe. Please may I remind parents that dogs 
should not be brought onto the school site.
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