
The end of this academic year is rapidly 
coming to a close as we approach the Summer 
break. In many ways, the challenges of last 
year have continued into this year and the 
disruption that children, staff and parents have 
faced have been incredibly difficult. We have all 
had to dig even deeper to find the strength and resilience 
to keep on going. I cannot thank you enough for the 
support you have given the school, my staff and your 
children. You have modelled how ‘keeping going’ is the 
only way through this pandemic. Whilst the year has 
been bumpy, we have still achieved so much.


The Year 6 children enjoyed a fabulous Kingswood 
residential trip participating in lots of fun and 
adventurous activities. We were incredibly fortuitous that 
this could take place given the current climate. I would 
like to thank Mrs Morgan, Mr McLeod, Mrs Tinker, Mr 
Nash and Mrs Hopkins for taking such great care of the 
children whilst they were away. 


The recent surge in Covid cases continues to test the 
arrangements for our end of year events; Sports day 
being one of them. In the last three weeks, self-isolation 
has impacted on seven classes; half of our school. 
Once again our staff team have heroically continued to 
find a way for most classes to enjoy a Sports Day. 
Moving to year group events has allowed the majority of 
classes to still attend despite numerous classes self-
isolating. Dove class are the only children where this has 
not been possible and they have had to participate in a 
virtual event. You can find photographs and videos of the 

Sports days on Instagram. A special thank you to Mr 
Perez for all the organisation and re-organisation that 
has taken place to still make Sports Day happen.


The DfE have made changes to how they expect schools 
to manage positive Covid19 cases from September 
which will hopefully bring an end to the requirement to 
isolate a whole class and in some cases, year groups of 
children. This should bring some reassurance to parents 
that we anticipate fewer disruptions to children’s 
education.


We wish all the Year 6 children and the children in other 
year groups who are leaving St John’s the very best in 
their new schools. Do hold onto the qualities and values 
of St John’s as these will stand you in good stead for the 
future. We also wish the staff members who are leaving 
all the very best in their next careers or retirement. 
Thank you for all you have done to give our children the 
very best experience.


Finally, on behalf of the whole team, I would like to wish 
you all a very happy, restful and enjoyable Summer 
break. We have already begun discussing new initiatives 
and plans for September which we cannot wait to share 
with you in the new academic year.


Mr Furness, Head Teacher
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Several months ago, we appealed to parents to donate 
uniform that no longer fits but is still in good condition. The 
PTA washed and sorted every item of clothing and set up a 
new venture; our ‘Nearly New Uniform’ shop which has 
been very well received by parents. Good quality uniform 
can be purchased a fraction of the cost of new, thus saving 
your pockets, saving the environment and raising money for 
our school. Three excellent reasons for buying nearly new!

So far, the PTA have raised close to £1000. An incredible 
feat. Well done and thank you to everyone for making this 
happen especially the PTA members who work tirelessly for 
our school. Please do save any uniform that is still in good 
condition and donate these items to the school in 
September. Thank you!
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Mon 19th July   Sports Day for Year 3 and Year 6

Tues 20th July  End of Year Service

Please note the finishing times for Tuesday 20th 

Foundation 1pm, Year 1 and 2 and siblings in KS2 - 1.05pm, 
Year 3-6 1.10pm

Monday 6th September 2021 - all children return to 
school.	 


SCHOOL TIMINGS FOR SEPTEMBER
The DfE have been clear that there is now no longer a 
requirement to have a staggered start and finish time in 
September. However, one of the positives of this year 
has been fewer adults and children all arriving and 
leaving at the same time. Therefore we will continue with 
a short stagger.


Drop off Lunchtime Pick up

Foundation 8.40am 11.45am 3.10pm

Year 1 and 
Year 2

8.40am 12.00pm 3.10pm

Year 3-6 8.45am 12.30pm 3.15pm
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