
I am told that the school is looking absolutely 
fantastic with all of the decorations that the 
staff team have put up on Monday. I was 
hugely disappointed to be missing out from 
decorating the school this year having been 
asked to self-isolate after being contacted by 
Track and Trace. Mrs Kemp had even made 
mince pies for the staff team. A double whammy.


Self-isolation is no fun and as such I would much rather 
be in school working with the staff and children. I miss 
seeing everyone dreadfully, especially in the mornings. 
The Year 5 children are also self-isolating and I know 
that they are feeling similarly having chatted to a 
few children via Google Meet yesterday.  
Mr Perez and Miss O’Reilly have held Google 
Meets with the children this morning and they 
have found this a lovely way of staying in touch. 
The NHS, PHE and the Government are clear 
that children (and adults) who are self-isolating 
must stay at home at all times. Well done to 
our Year 5 staff team, parents and children for 
managing this challenging period so professionally and 
responsibly. 


There has been much progress made on the new 
Garden project. Enormous thanks go to “J “ who has 
taken the lead on this project and all the parent 

volunteers,  
Ms Marshall, Mrs Baker, 
Mrs Smith, Mrs Parish, Mr 
and Mrs Shave and Mrs 
Stevens. Helen, our 
volunteer gardener has 
also supported us too. We have constructed and filled 
the eight raised beds and erected the polytunnel. This 
will be an excellent space for the children to use when 
the growing season begins in a month or two. We intend 
to incorporate our teaching of science and growing 
through the use of the garden space. 


Also, in the growing space, you will find our 
Wishing Tree. As communicated previously, your 
children are encouraged to make a Christmas 
decoration on which you could choose to attach a 
wish or a prayer. We will then hang these 
decorations on the Wishing Tree as they arrive. 
Thank you to Darren McKie who has donated this 
tree and another in the conservatory on behalf of 
Gracie S one of our children in Year 2.


                                             Mr Furness, Head Teacher
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CHRISTMAS POST, PARTIES & GIFTS
This year we have planned to still 
allow children to send Christmas 
Cards to each other. There will be 
seven post boxes this year, one for 
each year group. This will allow us 
to quarantine post and sort the post 

easily. The last posting date is Friday 11th December.


Class parties are taking place in our final week on the 
following days:


Foundation, Year 3&4  Thurs 17th Dec            
Year 1&2 Tues 15th Dec     Year 5&6 Wed 16th Dec


Class teachers will advise on any party food that may be 
requested. Individual items only and strictly no nuts. 
Children may also come dressed in Christmas jumpers on 
this day.


A few parents have asked about gifts this year due to 
Covid. We don’t expect gifts, but I know that parents often 
wish to show their appreciation. We would be delighted to 
receive any gifts, but we may not open them straightaway. 


UPCOMING EVENTS
Mon 7th Dec          Post box available for Christmas cards

Fri 11th Dec           PTA Raffle Draw

Wed 16th Dec        Christmas Dinner day & Christmas 

                                Jumper Day

Fri 18th Dec            Autumn Term ends

                                1pm for EYFS, 1.10pm for Year 1, 2 &  

                                siblings in Years 3-6 and 1.15pm for 

                                all children in Year 3-6	 


Our Annual Advent Calendar has had a really successful 
start. Thank you to Mr Ian, Hawk Class, Fox Class and 

Wolf Class for their 
excellent ideas and videos. 
You can find the advent 
calendar here:


http://advent.st-johns-
school.com/2020/


Children should only post 
answers using their first 
name and class name.

ADVENT CALENDAR
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