Newsletter No 17

There is much to report on in this edition

of The Link newsletter. QQ
Firstly, | would like to pay tribute to the =

whole school community for standing

together as we remember those that

gave their lives in WWI and WWII. Thank

you to Mr lan, Mrs Tinker and our Year 6

children who supported our Remembrance service on
Monday. | was delighted to have three pupils playing The
Last Post to mark the end of our minutes silence. An
enormous thank you to Mrs Grimsell for your unwavering
ambition for our musicians.

Thank you to Mrs Adamson, Mrs Hodis [+
and the Year 6 pupils who placed :
Remembrance crosses and led
prayers at each of the graves marking the 17 servicemen
who lost their lives in WWI and WWII.

More photographs and videos may be viewed on our

Twitter feed, https://st-johns-school.com/tweets/
Alternatively join us on Twitter at @stjohnssch

We have finished the first week of our Parents’ Evening
telephone meetings. We hope that you have found this a
useful opportunity to discuss your child’s progress with
their class teacher. If you haven’t organised or arranged
a meeting please let your child’s class teacher know.

CLASS ASSEMBLIES

Over the course of this year, every child will have an
opportunity to perform in a class assembly. Our intention is
that we will film these performances and upload them to
our Vimeo channel for parents to access. We are
increasingly more aware of keeping children safe on the
Internet and therefore each video will be password

protected and this password will be communicated with you

after the recording has been uploaded.

SEVERE WEATHER

As we enter into the Winter months, severe weather can
sometimes cause difficulties for the school to open safely.
We will do everything possible to avoid a school closure.
However, in the event that it becomes necessary to close
due to staff or children not being able to travel safely to
school or if the site and surrounding areas are unsafe, we
will close the school. We intend to notify parents as early
as possible on the day of closure and before 7am. This will
be communicated on our school website and through
Twitter. Please do not attempt to telephone the school
as this may heed our ability to contact key individuals.

I’'m pleased to report
that we now have three
canopies above the
three bandstand areas.
This will enable better
use of these seating
areas all year round
and in the warmer
months, for children to eat their packed lunches. We
have received a significant donation from the Parish
Council of £1000 towards the canopies and £900
towards our garden project. Thank you so much to
Councillor Metcalfe, Councillor Patel and Mrs Start.

We've also received great responses to our ‘Can you
help?’ page. https://st-johns-school.com/can-you-help/

Finally, before half term we conducted our assessments
and are aware of the children’s gaps in learning due to
the lockdown. Please may | urge ALL parents to continue
to engage in supporting your child in reading, phonics
practice, mathematics and homework. Thank you.

Mr Furness, Head Teacher

FUN RUN SUCCESS!

The St John’s community has raised £8563.65 following
the sponsored Fun Run which took place before half term.
Congratulations and thank you to everyone who has
donated so generously to this event. Thank you also to
three sponsors who donated £100 each, Zero Gravity
Pilates, My Local Bobby and ETEC Group. With these
additional donations we were able to provide all the
children with their fantastic medals. Your sponsorship
donations have enabled us to fund the new canopies
above the bandstands and contribute towards the big
kitchen development project!

ATTENDANCE
I’'m delighted and proud to report that current pupil
attendance is over 98% since September despite the
challenges some families are facing due to the requirement
to self-isolate. Thank you for your continued support.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Mon 16th Nov Odd Socks Day
Start of Anti-bullying week
Parents’ Evening telephone meetings
Annual Online Advent Calendar
Christmas Dinner day
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