
I was very pleased to see so many 
children in school last week. Last week 
when we welcomed back all of our children 
from Foundation to Year 5 they spent the 
morning or afternoon with their new class 
teachers and it was delightful watching the 
children return to their parents with 
beaming smiles on their faces. 

At the end of the week, we said a fond farewell to our 
Year 6 children who enjoyed a wonderful send-off on 
their final day at St John’s. A big thank you to  
Mrs Morgan and the Year 6 team for the work that went 
into making the day so special and one to remember. We 
wish all our Year 6 children the very best for the future 
and hope that they will pop into school to let us know 
how they are getting on in their new schools. We have 
sent Year 6 parents a link to some photographs that were 
taken on the day. 

We also welcomed in small groups of our new 
Foundation children who enjoyed a story and song 
session with Mrs Mortimer and Miss Noverre. Meanwhile, 
I had the opportunity to meet with new and current 
parents of the school and discuss our plans for 
September. 

I am now able to and would like to take this opportunity 
to share a few details about September which I hope will 
provide some reassurance about what to expect when 
we return after the summer break. 

Firstly, it’s important to note that all children are expected 
to be back in school. There will not be any opportunity for 
parents to make an alternative choice to keep their child 
at home from September. The first day of school for all 
children in Years 1-6 is Thursday 3rd September. 

We have made a decision to maintain bubble groups in 
the Autumn term. Government guidance enables us to 
create much larger bubbles which will allow us to 
manage the day to day routines without needing to make 
too many adjustments. 

We will have four individual bubbles, Foundation, Year 
1&2, Year 3&4, Year 5&6. This means that children in 
these bubbles are able to play together at break times 
and lunchtimes, use shared resources such as the 
Chromebooks and ICT suite within their bubble group. 
This is a really pragmatic approach to allow children and 
staff to maintain as much normality as possible. What will 
be critical will be to maintain distancing between the four 
bubble groups. As such, there are some changes to the 

drop off and pick up times to ensure sufficient separation 
between the bubble groups. 

                               DROP OFF                       PICK UP  
F, Yr 1 & 2   between 8.30am and 8.40am       3.00pm 
Years 3 - 6  between 8.45am and 8.55am       3.15pm 

Families with children in both KS1 and KS2 should aim to 
arrive at 8.40am. 

Lunchtimes are the most challenging period of the day to 
maintain separation between the four bubbles. However, 
using all of our play spaces this can be achieved by 
widening the stagger between the bubble groups. 

Foundation:            11.30am - 12.30pm 
Years 1 & 2:            11.45am - 12.45pm  
Years 3, 4, 5 & 6     12.30pm - 1.30pm  

However, we will not be able to accommodate all children 
in The Barn without creating significant gaps for cleaning 
between sittings. Therefore, initially we will only be able 
to provide a packed lunch option for children choosing to 
have a school meal. Clearly this isn’t ideal, but it is 
necessary until we can be more assured of how we can 
accommodate multiple sittings and manage sufficient 
cleaning.  

For the time being, Foundation and Year 1 will be the 
only year groups able to use The Barn to eat their lunch. 
Children in Year 2 and above will be able to eat their 
lunch outside or in their classrooms during wet weather. 

On PE days, we have decided that it will be safer for 
children to arrive in school in their PE kits rather than 
manage changing and having additional bags in school. 
Class teachers will communicate this in September. 

There will be more operational details which I will 
communicate as we approach the start of the new 
academic year in September. We look forward to working 
in partnership with you with our ‘can do’ approach to 
providing the best opportunities for our children. 

Finally I would like to say a HUGE thank you on behalf of 
everyone at St John’s for your kind words, best wishes, 
cards and gifts. They are very much appreciated by us 
all. I know my staff will value the downtime over the 
summer break, and I hope the same can be said for you 
and your children.  

With our very best wishes from us all, stay safe and we 
look forward to seeing you in September. 

Mr Furness, 
Head Teacher 
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