
We are approaching the beginning of our 
Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Maths (STEM) Theme Week which starts on 
Monday. The children will be learning about 
climate change and the impact that this is 
having on the planet today and in the future. 
The children will be working on interesting 
challenges to help solve some problems 
using their skills and knowledge in science, technology and 
maths. Keep an eye on our Twitter feed (@stjohnssch) for 
regular updates and photos throughout the week. I am very 
grateful to my staff team, especially Mrs Bage, Miss 
Tallowin and Miss Gibbons for organising the activities for 
the coming week. 

You will know that we have been working hard towards 
improving the lunchtime experience for our pupils. With the 
support from the PTA, we have now purchased new tables 
and benches which means that we can now accommodate 
all children whether they are having a packed lunch or 
school meal. The key benefits include: 

• All children are now sitting at a table to eat their lunch or 
school meals, which is warm and dry. 

• We are able to accommodate twice as many children in 
The Barn than we were able previously. 

• Children who are having a packed lunch are able to sit 
with their friends who are having a school meal. 

• Children are able to play before eating their lunch and a 
new screen on the lower playground tells children when it 
is their turn to go into The Barn. There is a rota in place 
to ensure that all children get the chance to be first for 
lunch. 

I’m also excited to announce that work is being undertaken 
to improve our school meals menus. We have been 
reviewing menus and taking into account the feedback from 
the children. We are aiming to have the new menus in 
place from Easter. Watch this space for more details. 

On Monday of this week, we held an opening ceremony for 
the new playground equipment. Head Boy, Natan and Head 
Girl, Eady, cut the ribbon to officially open the new Happy 
Hangout area, named by Emily in Year 2. Mr Ian blessed 
the new equipment and prayed for the children’s happiness 
enjoyment and safety. All children are being given 
instruction by class teachers on how to use the equipment 
before a rota is introduced next week. 

Our Choir joined with the 
choirs from four other 
Church schools in the 
Epping Forest Schools 
Partnership Trust at St 
John’s Church in Epping 
on Wednesday 5th 
February. It was a lovely event where our children put on a 
superb performance. Thank you to Mr Peck for your energy 
and musical talent. 

Finally, I wish to congratulate three members of our 
teaching staff who have been recently appointed into newly 
created Phase Leader Leadership posts here at St John’s.  

Year 1 & 2 - Miss Gibbons           Year 3 & 4 - Miss Tallowin 
Year 5 and 6 - Mrs Morgan 

Please let me reassure you that there will be no change to 
their class teacher responsibilities.  

Mr Furness, Head Teacher 
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CORONAVIRUS

UPCOMING EVENTS
Mon 10th Feb     Beginning of STEM Theme week 
Fri 14th Feb        INSET Day - staff only 
Mon 17th - 21st Feb - HALF TERM  
Mon 24th Feb     Children return to school   
Wed 26th Feb     Year 2 SATs parents meeting 
                             9am and 2.30pm 
Fri 27th Feb        9.10am Year 1 Phonics parents meeting 
Tues 10th & Thurs 12th Mar   Parents’ Evenings                            

UNIFORM

The Department for Education has issued advice to schools about 
how best to manage and reduce the risk of the Coronavirus. I 
have attached the advice to this newsletter.

PARENTS’ EVENING
Our next Parents’ Evenings take place on 10th and 12th 
March. Please ensure you have these dates in your diaries. 
After half term we will open the online booking form for you 
to make your appointments. Our mid term reports will be 
made available after the half term break.

I am always delighted to see that our children wear their uniform 
with such pride and care. Our children look particularly smart 
and I wish to continue to maintain this high standard of 
presentation. However, I am aware that St John’s should move 
towards a gender neutral uniform policy. This means that we will 
be allowing girls to wear tailored trousers just like the boys if 
they wish. 
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