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Firstly, Happy New Year to you all. On behalf ﬁ
of the whole staff team, may | thank you for =38
your Christmas wishes, cards and gifts. We
are very touched by your generosity.

We have had a very calm start to the Spring
term and the children are delighted to be
back at school with their friends.

Last week | launched a Hopes and Highlights competition
which encourages children to reflect on the achievements
made in 2019 and their hopes for 2020. All children are
invited to enter the competition and they can present their
entry using any media they choose. They could write, draw,
annotate, film or create an audio recording. Full details can
be found on our website.
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Highlights of 2019

and Hopes for 2020
COMPETITION

What five things really excited you about 20197
What five things are you hoping to achieve in 20207

Last week Year 1 enjoyed a Kings and Queens day where
the children dressed up for this special occasion. The
children learnt about and baked the Queen’s favourite cake
which turns out to be very chocolatey and delicious! You
can read more about the day by visiting our website.
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Before Christmas, the teaching staff worked hard on
reviewing the homework policy and increasing the range of
homework on offer. We have divided homework into two
categories, ‘Core’ and ‘Beyond'. It is our expectation that
pupils complete all aspects of ‘Core’ each week in order to
achieve expected progress. This includes reading,
spellings, number work, i.e. times tables using Times Table
Rockstars. ‘Beyond’ provides opportunities for children to
consolidate and develop their understanding through the
fortnightly project. The open-ended project tasks offer
pupils the greatest choice in how they wish to complete
their tasks. Most children enjoy and take enormous pride in
completing the project homework. The school has also
bought into Mathseeds (for Reception) and Mathletics for all
other year groups which we are currently introducing to our
children. This online tool allows children to access
specifically assigned tasks and offers immediate feedback
to pupils about which questions they got right and those
that are incorrect. The software automatically determines at
what point children have grasped the area of maths and
then extends the child’s learning accordingly. All homework
tasks will continue to be included in homework books but
we will also be making the homework available on our
website. This avoids issues where children have forgotten
to bring their homework book home or have lost the task
sheet. We have begun building the homework pages here:

https://www.st-johns-school.com/homework/
Wishing you all a very enjoyable weekend.

Mr Furness, Head Teacher

PARENT FORUM
The first Parent Forum meeting took place on Tuesday 14th
January. Thank you to the parents who attended. We
discussed a number of topics and raised items for the next
agenda. | raised our intention to build our own kitchen so that
we can improve the quality, choice and therefore increase the
school meals uptake. We are moving forward with obtaining
some architectural drawings so that we can fully cost the
project. | spoke about homework and the improvements that
we have been making (see above.) Finally we had a
conversation about our uniform policy as | believe that we
should be setting a uniform policy that is gender-neutral
allowing girls to wear trousers if they wish. | will share more
details after the Local Governing Board meeting next week.
EARRINGS
A reminder to everyone that children aren’t permitted to
participate in PE wearing earrings or studs. This is a directive
from Essex who do not allow ears to be covered with tape. If
children have pierced ears, they are expected to be able to
remove the earring themselves without adult support.
Therefore, it is strongly suggested that ears are pierced in the
first week of the summer holiday to allow the ears to heal.

PARENT GOVERNOR ELECTION

I’'m delighted to inform you that as a result of the Governor
election held just recently, Mrs Catherine Leyland is duly
elected as parent governor having received the most
number of votes. We would like to extend our gratitude to
Mr Shave for standing and welcome Mrs Leyland to our
Local Governing Board. Mrs Leyland’s first meeting will take
place on Wednesday 22nd January.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Wed 22nd Jan  Perform Drama workshop for EYFS,
Year 1 and Year 2
Thurs 30th Jan Swallow (1G) Class Assembly
Thurs 6th Feb  Wolf (4P) Class Assembly
Mon 10th Feb  Start of STEM inspired Theme Week
Fri 14th Feb INSET Day - staff only

Mon 17th - Half Term
21st Feb

Tel: 0208 5042934

email: admin@st-johns-buckhursthill.essex.sch.uk
website: www.st-johns-school.com

twitter: @StJohnsSch
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