
It’s incredible to believe that we have 
completed the first half term of this year, my 
first at St John’s. Please note that school 
finishes today as we have a non-pupil day 
tomorrow where approximately 250 teachers 
from all sixteen primary schools in our Trust 
will meet together at St. John’s Church. The 
day will be spent receiving training on 
Trauma Perceptive Practice and looking at the impact of 
trauma on the brain and how it develops, attachment, 
stress, relationships and co-regulation. 

We have achieved so much in my first half term and I’m so 
grateful for all the support you have offered. I hadn’t quite 
anticipated that I would spend so much of the first eight 
weeks recruiting three new members of staff. Firstly, we 
have successfully recruited Simon Green to join  
Mr Bromley as part of the site management team. Over the 
last three weeks I have also been involved in recruiting a 
maternity cover class teacher for Badger class when Mrs 
MacGregor leaves to have her first born after Christmas. 
Finally, this week has involved recruiting a new Office 
Manager to replace Mrs Margetts who tendered her 
resignation in September. I am grateful to Mrs Margetts 
who will continue to work at St John’s to support the 
transition and induction of her successor. 

At this time, it is with regret that I announce that Sam 
Lockstone, the Children’s worker at St John’s Church has 
been successfully appointed to a new role and will be 

leaving the St John’s family after 18 years of unwavering 
support for our children and families. Sam has been leading 
worship for the school for many years and had led special 
services in the church such as Harvest Festivals, 
Remembrance, Christmas and Easter services. Whilst I 
have only just got to know Sam, I recognise just what a loss 
she will be to our community. However, I know that we will 
join together to congratulate her on her new appointment. 
The church intends to recruit to the vacant role so do watch 
this space! 

This half term has 
ended on a huge 
positive as I note 
how busy both staff 
and children have 
been on our focus 
theme week 
‘Collaboration’. The week began with teachers modelling 
the spirit of collaboration by reading stories to children in 
other year groups. The children have subsequently been 
planning lessons that they have taught to other year 
groups. I have been so impressed by the ideas and 
creativity used in their approach to this task. Both 
Hedgehog and Rabbit class have ended their topic by 
running an afternoon tea event for parents and carers at 
'The Ritz’ this afternoon. I very much enjoyed sampling the 
food the children have made! 

Have a great half term.             Mr Furness, Head Teacher

Appointments for the forthcoming Parents Consultation 
Evenings on Tuesday 12th and Thursday 14th November will 
be made available after half term. It is an expectation of 
mine that all parents book an appointment with their 
child’s class teacher. You will receive a separate notification 
when the booking system has gone live. Please also note that 
governor representatives will be available to talk to should you 
wish.
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PARENT CONSULTATION EVENING

On Friday 8th November, our assembly will focus on Anti-
Bullying. Monday 11th is the first day of Anti Bullying Week and 
this year the campaign focus is "Change Starts With Us". We 
will be taking part in Odd Socks Day so please show your 
support and encourage your child to come into school in odd 
socks on Tuesday 12th November. Please discuss this 
important topic with your child. 

ANTI-BULLYING WEEK

The Local Governing Board have recently agreed the term 
dates for next year, September 2020 to July 2021. The term 
dates calendar is attached to this newsletter. I recognise 
that many of you will be eager to book holidays to avoiding 
taking children out of school during term time. I would like to 
draw particular attention to the May 2021 holiday where 
there are two non-pupil days leading up to the half term 
week. This could be an ideal opportunity to book a cheaper 
holiday!

TERM DATES

UPCOMING EVENTS
Fri 25th Oct              Non Pupil Day 
Mon 28th Oct to      HALF TERM  
Fri 1st Nov 
Thurs 31st Oct       Deadline for secondary school   
                                 applications  
Mon 4th Nov           Children return to school 
Thurs 7th Nov          Raven Class Assembly 
Mon 11th Nov           Remembrance Service 
Tues 12th Nov         Odd Socks Day (Anti-bullying week) 

HEAD BOY AND HEAD GIRL
Congratulations to Natan who has been voted Head Boy and 
Eady who has been voted Head Girl. May I also mention that 
we have awarded deputy Head Boy and Girl to Ahiyan and 
Ava M respectively. I’m delighted that four very deserving 
children have been given this enormous privilege. 
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