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In loving memory of our dear friend and colleague Gillian Bromley

Headmaster’s Message

As our school grew in 2015, we reached 400 pupils and
with this number came the need for a new school hall.

Thanks to our close working relationship with
St John’s Church, we were able to move forward with
the innovative concept of the school and Church
sharing facilities. This in turn has benefited all of our
community: by 2014, the warm and open hall space of
a newly refurbished St John’s Church was created.

It really must be one of the most impressive and beautiful
halls for any primary school in the country. However, it
left us with one problem: how to get into the Church
without leaving the school and without having to cross
the car park.

Owing to some divine direction, we quickly identified
a closed-up entrance as a new school door. This had
been sealed for 100 years and was adjacent to the main
building; it was ideal.

Permission to open this entrance, on what is a Grade
Il listed building, came in early 2015. However, a new
problem presented itself. Cost. At an eye-watering
£30,000 and at a time of shrinking school budgets, this
was an enormous challenge.

However, we were blessed with the enthusiastic support
of parents and the PTA through donations, fund raising,
ice-lolly sales etc, and we raised enough to proceed
with the work during the 2015 summer holiday.

Finally, in early October, we welcomed Revd Stephen
Cottrell, Bishop of Chelmsford, to our Harvest
Festival and also to declare the Church School door
officially open!

Although it had been a rather daunting feat, with
resilience and support, we achieved this small but very
important next step for our school.

Other notable successes this year include:

e County Champions in Sportshall Athletics (5th time
in 6 years)

¢ County Tag Rugby Champions

* Record number of children obtaining Royal School of
Music Certificates

e Sustained very high academic results throughout the
school, despite the moving sands of assessment

e Successful application to the National College for
Teaching and Learning to become a self-accrediting
provider of Teacher Training, therefore gaining Higher
Education Institute status.

All in all, we have had another enjoyable and
productive year.
So, whatever your role in our school may be, | thank

you for your continued support and enthusiasm for
St John's.

P) Tidmarsh
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What'’s been happening at St John’s

Dress like an Egyptian

Year 3 were lucky enough to meet characters from Ancient
Egypt during a mystery solving workshop! Characters came
to life and guided us through various activities and puzzles
to solve the mystery of ‘The Tomb of Nebamun’. We had a
great day and enjoyed dressing up!

Poppy planting

After the Remembrance Day Church Service on the 10th
of November 2015, 12 pupils from 6) and another 12 from
6C were chosen to go out to the church graveyard and
plant some poppies. We had to find the graves of people
that were killed in both World War 1 and 2. We were split
into 2 groups of 6. Everyone got at least one poppy to plant
at the head of the grave and read a verse from an important
and poignant poem called ‘For the Fallen’, which was
written by Laurence Binyon:

A verse from the poem:

They shall not grow old as we are left grow old,
Age shall not weary them nor the years condemn,
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,
We will remember them!

It was a sad, but memorable occasion.

Trip to Kentwell Hall

On the 29th of June, Year 5 travelled by coach to Kentwell
Hall. The trip supported their history topic - The Tudors.
Everyone dressed up in Tudor clothing. Before entering the
Lord’s Manor, we were approached by one of his gatekeepers
who asked us questions. Then we were allowed to enter.

The first room we visited was the kitchen; they were
preparing food for the Lord’s dinner. We also saw a
room with Tudor games; they were very different to our
own games now. We then went into the bakery, and
watched bread being baked; we were also taught how to
make bread.

Further into the house was a preschool for the poor
children. Like us, they learned how to add, takeaway and
multiply. They had a few more letters in their alphabet.
It was a great day and good way to learn about life in
Tudor times.

Artemis Barnett 5E




Teaching School

As we come to the end of the 2015/2016 academic year,
we have much to celebrate as a National Teaching School.

In November 2015, the National College for Teaching and
Leadership (NCTL) approved the school’s application for
accreditation as a provider of initial teacher training (ITT),
operating under the name of West Essex SCITT (School
Centred Initial Teacher Training).

We will be a unique provider of Initial Teacher Training;
our vision is one that seeks to create the next generation
of truly outstanding teachers through the delivery of the
School Direct Salaried route and the School Direct Fee

funded route.

Our 2014/2015 graduates are coming to the end of a
successful Newly Qualified Teacher (NQT) year with many
of them appointed to schools in the Epping Forest area.

Our current trainees are making very good progress and
will graduate with QTS (Qualified Teacher Status) in the
summer term.

The trainees are based within our partnership schools and
have been attending training sessions in the Training Room
in The Barn on a weekly basis since September 2015. Most
of our trainees have been appointed as NQTs for September
2016 within our partnership schools.

Applications for places on the School Direct Training
Programme for the 2016/2017 academic year have been
plentiful and the quality of the applications has been
unprecedented. The Teaching School is growing and
St John's is very proud of the success of its trainees.

Susan Marbe, Director of St John’s Teaching School and
Deputy Headteacher of St John's, said: “St John’s has an
excellent track record of education for our pupils.

It is a privilege to be entrusted with the responsibility for
coordinating improving teaching and learning across a
partnership of schools andto lead research and development
in education, as well as training and developing the future
generation of outstanding teachers and school leaders.

Our School Direct Trainees are learning from the best
teachers in action and those who want to move up the
career ladder are exposed to excellent practice within and
beyond their immediate school.”
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Year 6 Leavers

When they leave St John'’s, the children normally go in three
equal directions of either Roding Valley, Davenant or an
independent school. However, this year the picture is slightly
more mixed. The numbers going to each school are:

e Roding Valley  -22

e Davenant -2
e Epping StJohn’s -4
e Trinity -4
e West Hatch -1
e Chigwell -3
e Normanhurst -1
e St Nicholas =1
e Forest -2
e Bancroft -2

We are fortunate in this area to have such a choice of good
schools for our children to transfer on to in Year 7. St John’s has
very close links with each one of them and we enjoy hearing
of about the success and triumphs of our former pupils.

During the academic year 2015/2016, twenty eight
applications were made by pupils of St John’s to attend
one of seven local Independent schools. Twenty five
of these applications resulted in a place being offered,
including six Scholarships.

Every year the school organises a meeting for parents of
Year 5 children to run through the various options available
to their child on leaving St John’s. A representative from
Essex County Council normally attends to explain the
Common Application Form to parents.
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Early Years Nativity

Early Years and KS1 jointly performed a nativity on the
8th, 9th and 10th of December. It was a challenging
undertaking lead by Mrs Grimsell. All of the children
took part, with some having talking parts, whilst others
performed dances and songs. The children loved taking
part and each performance was well attended by parents
and relatives who enjoyed it immensely.

Birds of Prey

In January, Year 2 enjoyed a spectacular display of different
types of owls as part of their topic nocturnal animals. The
Imperial Bird of Prey Company visited St John’s and brought
with them four different types of owl; The British Barn Owl,
aTawny Owl, a Burrowing Owl and finally an African Owl.
The children grouped together in the barn to watch the
owls fly and also to learn about their characteristics, diet
and habitat. Later in the morning, the children returned to
their classrooms where they were able to get closer to the
owls. They looked at the contents of two different types of
castings, a mouse and a chick before actually stroking the
incredibly soft African Owl. The children and the adults
enjoyed the morning and learned a great deal.

#

Harvest Festival

Our school harvest festival service took place on Thursday
1st October and was attended by the Lord Bishop of
Chelmsford. We had a wonderful display of food thanks
to generous donations. 1B did a short drama of ‘The
Sower” which was read beautifully by Zack Sapiro and
Ruby Coyte. Bishop Stephen gave an engaging talk on
Jesus being the bread of life and then officially opened
the new church door which allows the children direct
access to the church from school.

Thank you to all who contributed to the harvest collection
which went to the Christian Kitchen in Walthamstow.




Upekshadhi visits Year 4

On 10th May Year 4 extended their knowledge of Buddhism
when they met Upekshadhi, an ordained Buddhist from
Essex. Upekshadhi is a very special Buddhist name, it
means “she who has wisdom and equanimity.” The children
have been learning about Buddhism in RE and asked
Upekshadhi lots of very interesting questions. She told them
that Buddha means “he who is awake” and that Buddhism
is a way of life. Buddhists think carefully about the effect
on others” well-being and they think with kindness. The
children also learned about symbols which are important to
Buddhists. For example, flowers symbolise impermanence
and that everything changes and that candles symbolise
enlightenment. She explained the importance of the Three
Jewels and also showed the children her necklace of beads
called Mala (which are used during meditation) and told
them that there were 108 beads, a significant number
in Buddhism.

Compass Club

Compass Club was introduced to St John’s by Epping Forest
South Local Delivery Group. Eight pupils from Year 4 were
selected to work through a 10-week programme which
started on 14 January 2016.

Once a week a representative from Epping Forest came
to the school and spent 30 minutes with the children on
creative activities in a classroom environment. Each child
was given a folder to build a portfolio of information which
they each kept after the final session. This was then followed
with 30 minutes of physical activities which included team
building games and yoga games, all of which the children
thoroughly enjoyed. The final week took place outside
of school where the children were collected from school
and were taken to High Beech for a horse-riding session.

The Music Department

2015-2016 has been a busy and exciting year for music at
StJohn'’s. In September our school choir of Year 4 to Year 6
children had record numbers and in December Mrs Huff
along with Mrs Grimsell were able to take the choir to St
John’s Church to perform at the Buckhurst Hill Residents
Association Christmas Social. A lot of parents came along
to support us and the evening went with a ‘swing’. Our
school orchestra began with 14 children in September and
now at the end of the school year, has risen to 30. Children
are invited into the orchestra once they have achieved
grade 1 on their instrument and are more prepared for

The children looked forward to the Compass Club each
week. “It was a great way of learning how to play games
fairly with each other,” said one of the children.

the new and greater challenge of playing music in an
ensemble - an altogether different skill from playing in
music lessons or practising at home. This summer we
hope to enjoy our first ‘Music Evening’ at St John’s where
all children who learn a musical instrument at school will
be invited to take part and our music awards for the year
will be presented. We hope this will begin a new tradition
to showcase all the music making which goes on at the
school. In the summer term we welcomed Mr Joshua
Agdebole to the music team to deliver curriculum music
to all classes throughout the school. Children have been
very excited and enthused by these lessons and we look
forward to seeing this new development progress.
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What'’s been happening at St John’s continued

Digital Leaders

In January we appointed eleven new digital leaders to join
our existing team of eleven. The interview process was tough
this year with over 25 children applying for the 11 places. It
took us a long time to decide as the quality of interviews was
very high. We hope that unsuccessful candidates will apply
next time we have vacancies.

The children appointed learned new skills that have helped
teachers and children in class. E-safety is big on our agenda
and all leaders will be taught to be aware of how to keep
safe online by trialling new websites and app.

Thank you to all the Digital Leaders for your help
and enthusiasm.

Digi
Leaders
e 2016

Helping St John’s pupils to stay
safe online

Over thirty parents and carers attended our first e-safety
event during the summer term. The session covered
strategies to deal with the challenges children experience
whilst interacting with the digital world. The session was
especially useful for any parent wishing to support their
child online. “Mr Ling made NSPCC advice easy to
understand at home,” commented one parent. The session
was run as part of a national focus on teaching children
the importance of e-safety. Adults are welcome to attend
the next e-safety event which will be held at the start of the
new academic year.

Parliament Trip

On Wednesday 11th November 2015 the school council
visited the Houses of Parliament.

Firstly we got on the tube to London. When we got to
London we were very lucky see the remembrance service
at the Cenotaph. Next we went to Horse Guard’s Parade
where the Olympic volley ball competition was held.
It was very fascinating. We really enjoyed it.

Once we had finished looking we went to the Palace of

Westminster. When we got there we went to have a look at
the House of Commons where we were not allowed to sit
down which was very annoying because by then our legs
were aching.

After that we went to the House of Lords and we were very
lucky because we got to see a debate. The Queens throne
was a sight to see with its shine and sparkle.

Finally, we had a workshop where we had to come up with
a new law and then we were involved in a debate. While
we were doing this, we were shown the process of a new
law being created. It was both fun and interesting.

The morning was topped off with a scrumptious lunch at
Garfunkel’s restaurant before heading home after a very
exhausting but enjoyable day.
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Chicks Hatching
On Monday 29th February, The Happy Egg Company
delivered ten fertilised eggs to the early years classrooms.
Over the following week the children were able to observe
the eggs hatch and with the help of a webcam, were even
able to watch from home.

All ten eggs hatched and the children were able to watch the
chicks grow. They learned how to care for them and were
given the chance to stroke and hold them if they wanted to.
The children wrote fantastic chick diaries and drew pictures
of the chicks at the different stages of their development.

- a
Posting a letter to Santa

At the beginning of December, the children in Reception
wrote letters to Father Christmas. After putting the letters
into envelopes and sticking on a stamp, the children walked
down to Buckhurst Hill Post Office. They took turns to post
their letters into the post box.

SATs Breakfast

Year 6 worked incredibly hard in preparation for their
SATs examinations this year. Each morning in class they
were offered a breakfast choice of croissants, fruit, pain
au chocolat, fruit juice and even warm crumpets whilst
participating in some last-minute revision sessions with Mr
Jarmain and Mrs Clarke which related to the test that day. It
was a really lovely opportunity to start each day together as
a year group.

The entire Year 6 team are very proud of the effort the children
put into preparing for their SATs this year, and the way they
all rose to every challenge during SATs week.

An Important Lesson

On Monday 23rd November 2015, Year 6 children were
lucky enough to have a visit from Paul Hannaford.

Paul is an award-winning lecturer who travels around the
country visiting schools, prisons and many football clubs
to educate others about the dangers of drugs. Paul spoke to
the children about his life thus far, explaining how he had
made some unfortunate choices, resulting in his life being
tragically affected by drug addiction.

Although fairly hard hitting, his story was invaluable in
ensuring that children were fully aware of the consequences
of taking drugs, not only physically but mentally too.
Children walked away with some important messages,
but the ones most relevant to children at this time were to
“choose your friends wisely” and “say no to drugs.”

The children really enjoyed the afternoon and many thought

that it was the most “important lesson” they had ever had.
We are looking forward to inviting Paul back next year.




What'’s been happening at St John’s continued

The Mexico Project

The Mexico Project has been running since 2013, with a
growing commitment from St John’s each year; and this year
was no different.

Ten pupils were selected to head up the project, which
focuses on culture, rights and responsible engagement with
charities, through learning about RISE - a children’s refuge
in Mexico. Upon hearing about the-RISE, and exploring
the often tough circumstances children live in, the Mexico
Project team volunteered to run a fundraising event.

The Mexico Project consisted of 7 boys and 3 girls who
all designed, marketed and managed a school football
tournament followed by a traditional Mexican nacho sale.
The children arranged for professional football coaches to
mentor them in running the tournament safely, and everyone
enjoyed participating. Hamilton House was declared overall
winner of the tournament and was awarded the trophy.

After working up an appetite, everyone was invited to
stay for a delicious bow! of nachos with cheese and salsa
prepared by the team (with hot jalapenos being optional).
After the event, The Mexico Project team took time to visit
each classroom to thank everyone and explain how their
donations will benefit the children of the-RISE.

Thank you for all your donations and support, during this
week our school collected an incredible £831.69. The
Mexico Project decided the money raised would fund
additional beds and multi-media games for the children
of the RISE. This decision was made to support the older
children who struggled sharing single beds and had nothing
to keep them entertained within the refuge.

If you do want any information about the-RISE please contact
Elle on 07462953713 or visit www.theseaverfoundation.org.

/4
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Painting the outside wall

Before the start of the academic year, the Early Years
outdoor space had a facelift. A talented, local artist was
hired to paint the wall of the outdoor classroom. The bright
and vibrant design looks great and this has improved the
appearance of the outdoor learning space.

Early Years Autumn Walk

The children from both reception classes went on a forest
walk. We were looking for signs of autumn. Pupils had
to look out for particular animals, plants and berries. The
children collected data and took photographs of what
they found.




Early Years Trip to Epping Forest
Field Centre

On Thursday 9th June 2016 Reception pupils went to visit
the Epping Forest Field Centre. The day was filled with hands
on exciting activities for the children. They were given the
opportunity to go mini-beast hunting in the forest and found
many interesting creepy crawlies under logs. The children
made their very own mini-beast habitat and explored how
the creatures moved through drama and dance. Next was
grass sweeping and tree shaking to find other insects living
in the bushes and trees. After we looked at the mini-beasts,
we released them back into their environment.

The other half of the day was spent pond dipping and
the children were thrilled to find tadpoles, leeches, water
boatmen and even a newt! We then identified the different
creatures and created 3D models using twigs and sticks.
With the addition of a few games and art activities, the
children gained a lot from the experience.

The day was very well organised and run by very friendly
and knowledgeable staff. The children were very well
behaved and everyone had a great time.

Hayes Hill Farm Trip

On Thursday 25th February both reception classes visited
Hayes Hill Farm in Waltham Abbey. The children enjoyed a
tractor ride to see the cows and learned about milking. We
watched a flying show with the birds of prey. The children
enjoyed looking at all the different animals including goats,
turkeys, rabbits, Ilamas and meerkats.

In the afternoon, we listened to a talk about ‘little critters’
and had the opportunity to touch a tortoise, a chinchilla
and some brave children even stroked a snake!

Despite the cold weather, the children didn’t complain and
were very well behaved all day.

At school the following day, the children all produced a
lovely recount of their trip to the farm.

—— —
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Arts Week 2016

This year’s Arts Week theme was ‘The Sea’. Our whole
school joined in with a wide range of exciting activities and
experiences across all year groups. We had lots of help and
from a variety of staff, parents and professionals thoughout
the week, who ran exciting and inspiring workshops. These
included: charcoal murals with Jim Scott; acrylic art with Jill
Sherlock and Drama Workshops from The Pop-Up Drama
Company. Not to mention all the wonderful workshops
led by school staff, such as clay fish, dance, watercolour
painting, silhouette collage and much much more! The
children always look forward to this special week and this
year didn’t disappoint.

“We did lots of different activities with lots of different
teachers and adults. | really enjoyed the dance workshop
with Mrs Clark where we made up a routine to a surfing
song. Designing and making my clay fish with Miss Elmes
was also really great because we could be really creative
and put lots of detail into our designs.

Local artist, Jill Sherlock taught us new skills on how to
paint underwater scenes with acrylic paints on canvasses,
this was really fun and made me feel like a real artist.
Arts Week is so exciting because we get to be creative
and expressive and it's a welcome ‘brain break’ after
exam week! The assembly at the end of the week is also
excellent as we get to see what everyone else has been up
to, through photo montages and the display of the different
work. We especially like seeing the teachers having fun in
the photos!”

By Kezia Beeton and Zoe Kan 5M

Our children have really enjoyed seeing all the new displays
around school which are a testament to a fantastic week;
everyone is already looking forward to next year.

4

Book Week 2015

During Book Week at St John’s we delved deep into the
world of stories and fully immersed ourselves into the
wonder of reading. The week was packed with a variety
of book related activities; from exciting story and author
trails to drama workshops, and even meeting a real
life author.

The week began with an exciting assembly where we
were set off on our reading adventure! Each year had
a different theme to explore, ranging from fairy tales to
specific authors such as Julia Donaldson. Each year group
was provided with a different reading experience which
was unique to their age.

Throughoutthe week, each child created their own bunting
flag which produced a beautiful set of book bunting used
to decorate our conservatory area. Furthermore, two days
were spent stepping into stories with Pop-up Drama.
The children used a variety of dramatic conventions to
develop their understanding of character.

On Monday we were lucky enough to work with Chris
Powling who led us through his world of fascinating
stories; both children and staff were hanging off his every
word. In addition, not only were we able to purchase a
variety of his books, there was an opportunity after school
to meet the man himself for a book signing.

On Tuesday morning, Key Stage 2 explored a variety of
different stories around the school on our Round Robin
Day, where a number of staff were given the chance to
share their favourite stories within their own creative
story-stations.

Year 6 spent some time exploring effective storytelling in
class, and later that day, they took the stage and treated
Key Stage 1 to an afternoon packed with short bursts of
storytelling, using their favourite picture books from when
they were young.

To conclude the week, our books came to life as St John’s
exploded with stories, with everyone transforming into
characters from their respective theme. At the end of the
day, we joined together for a celebration assembly, with
a selection of classes performing highlights from their
week, including 4K’s Don’t Do That poem and even a
Monkey Puzzle song from 2T. A variety of achievements
were celebrated in our awards ceremony. In addition, the
‘best dressed’ throughout the school were awarded with
prizes, not forgetting the staff!

Here at St John’s, WE LOVE READING!
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French Week

French is taught at the school from Year 2 to Year 6. The
children at St John’s enjoy learning a new language and are
gaining a great sense of accomplishment from learning to
say something in a foreign language - it’s like learning to
crack a code!

The children’s French experience culminated in a French
Theme Week (8 February to 11 February). It was a great
way to fire up the children’s passion for French and their
curiosity about the French culture.

Our French Week was very successful in bringing together
the whole school - children, parents, teachers, all adults in
the school and even the local press.

11

The children were asked to take part in a challenge in
which they had to make a model of an iconic French
building. The majority of the children took part and the
entire conservatory became our own ‘region of France’! It
was absolutely amazing to see the effort that everyone had
put in.

We also had daily assemblies with classes showing what
they had been learning; this provided a real opportunity to
perform in front of a real audience.

Let's not forget about the waiters’ and waitresses’ race
where pupils and staff demonstrated a competitive spirit.
At St John’s we really know how to bring French to life!

C’est magnifique!

School Trips

Science Museum

In September, Year 5 visited the Science Museum to
support their Space topic. We were lucky enough to visit
the ‘Cosmonaut’ exhibition which was fascinating.

We were given the opportunity to learn all about various
aspects of the Space race, including the first dog in space
and the success of Yuri Gagarin.

The space exhibition was also a highlight of the day! To
finish our visit, Year 5 got the chance to visit the Launchpad
Room where all the children thoroughly enjoyed all of the
interactive activities and games.

A hugely educational and enjoyable day was had by all!

British Museum

Year 3 travelled by coach to visit The British Museum to
support our Amazing Egyptians topic.

We visited the Egyptian Galleries and saw the Rosetta
Stone, Egyptian statues and mummies. We were surprised
to see mummies of animals e.g. kittens, crocodiles and
even a fish!

The children took part in an Egyptian After Life Workshop
which was very interesting and lively.

“.
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School Trips and Events continued

British Schools Museum

Year 4 travelled back in time and became Victorian school
children at the British Schools Museum in Hitchin.

They were treated to a 1840s Monitorial lesson, where they used
slates, quills and learned how to spell difficult words like civil
and diligent! In addition to this, they learned several Victorian
sayings, for example ‘you must not think for yourselves’!
Some children were rewarded with tickets or tokens for good
behaviour, while others were given badges of shame which
said, ‘unwashed hands’. We learned that the dunce’s hat and
the cane were not introduced until later in the century.

The children also visited the Headmaster’s house and were able

to handle objects such as cherry stones and irons in the People
and Places session.

Since the visit, as well as building on their historical knowledge
and understanding, Year 4 has used this experience as a source
of inspiration for writing a historical story.

Verulamium Museum

Year 4 had a fun yet educational day visiting Roman
Britain’s third largest city, Verulamium, as part of their
history topic. The Verulamium Museum is known as
the Museum of Everyday Life in Roman Britain and the
children spent an interesting time learning, researching
and extending their knowledge of Roman Britain in the
museum’s galleries.

In addition to this, they visited a mosaic and hypocaust
system in the grounds of the museum as well as dressing as
either Romans or members of the Catuvellauni tribe to visit
the Roman market. There they learned all about the food,
jewellery, clothes, pottery and metal goods people could
buy in Roman times. The trip was rounded off with a visit to
the gift shop! Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the trip.

National Young Mathematicians

In November 2015, four Year 6 children (Harry Nyman, Fred
Johnson, Melody Dawson and Catherine Rabu) spent the
afternoon in Woodford Explore Learning Centre for round
two of the National Young Mathematician’s Awards 2015.
Having won round one, they were looking forward to the
mathematical challenges that lay ahead in round two. Up
against three other schools, they worked hard to complete a
number of challenges to do with the order of dice; this was a
particularly hard task!

A week after the event, we had a phone call to say that
they were the deserving winners of round two! The team
at Explore Learning said “Huge congratulations to all the
children that took part. We were particularly impressed
with the team’s systematic approach to problem solving and
effective delegation of roles within the group.”

This also meant that St John’s were the overall winners of our
region. Therefore, they were put forward for the grand final at
the University of Cambridge, but as there were a few schools
across the country who were put forward, they didn’t quite
score high enough as they could only take four children.

We are extremely proud of these children and their wonderful
achievement as Regional Winners of the National Young
Mathematicians’ Awards; a first for St John’s.

Public Speaking Competition

In January 2016, three boys from Year 6 (Fred Johnson, Finlay
Cooper and Lucas Hucbourg-Muller) went to Whitebridge
Primary School for a Public Speaking Competition. Two other
teams were involved, Whitebridge (the hosts) and Buckhurst
Hill Community Primary.

In our presentation, we discussed the merits of a super-brain.
For example, you could be lucky enough to have telekinesis,
the capacity to read people’s minds and the ability to create
anything you desire, just through thought power alone! We
suggested that these would be the sorts of attributes that any
man, woman or child would certainly wish to own.

All three teams were filled with enthusiasm and thoroughly
enjoyed the experience. We came second while Whitebridge
Primary deservedly won.
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Southwark Cathedral

On Tuesday 13th October, Year 2 were very lucky to have
the chance to visit Southwark Cathedral. They had been
learning about special places in RE, so it was exciting to
have the opportunity to visit this very old building although
it has only been a cathedral for just over 100 years.

The children took part in two very different workshops. The
first was a senses trail around the cathedral, stopping at places
to learn more about what they could see, hear, touch, smell
and finally taste! All of the children experienced dressing
up; we had a few very young bishops, nuns and monks!

The second workshop was to make a clay tile based on the
symbols that the children had seen around the cathedral.
This was extremely well taught and the children produced
some excellent pieces of work that they later painted
in school.

The day was a huge success as the children were able to
experience so much which has deepened their understanding
of special places, particularly churches and cathedrals.

Royal Courts of Justice

On the Tst October, Year 6 went on trial at the Royal Courts
of Justice. Each class was lucky to have a member of the
staff lead the children to a working court room where
they discovered the different levels of the court and the
professional roles of a court scenario. The children were set
the challenge of delving into the court system by adopting
the characters of the trial of John Henry Wainman, a
child suspected of burglary. They prepared speeches and
developed their knowledge of their individual court role,
(such as the prosecution barrister), through background
research. We had fun dressing up and taking our positions as
the case unfolded. To reach their final verdict, the members
of the jury left the courtroom to have an in-depth debate
on the fate of the young defendant, and later returned to
feedback their decision. To our surprise, 6C and 6) reached
contrasting verdicts — with Felix found guilty and sent to
a reformative school, and Harry released with a ‘not
guilty” verdict!

Forest Walk

To support our topic of rocks and soils, 3] visited the local
forest. We enjoyed observing the seasonal changes. We
were lucky enough to enjoy a very sunny morning!

Visit to the Post Office

Year 3 have been learning to write informal letters to friends
andfamily. Wefocused on using paragraphs, writing addresses
and asking our recipient questions. We then walked to
Queens Road post office in the glorious sunshine and posted
our letters. Some of us have even received replies!
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School Trips and Events continued

Colchester Zoo

OnWednesday 18th May, Year 1 visited Colchester Zoo. We
had a great day observing a variety of animals including,
penguins, meerkats, lions, monkeys and seals.

The children especially enjoyed feeding the elephants and
giraffes as well as travelling around the zoo on the little
train. Although the weather was cloudy with some rain,
everyone had a good time and come away with many
animal facts as well as a goody bag!

Gunpowder Plot

On November 5th, the Freshwater Theatre Company came
to school to enact the events of the gunpowder plot with
Year 1. The children enjoyed being characters from 1605 and
learning about Guy Fawkes and the gunpowder plot.

Bethnal Green Museum of Childhood

On Thursday 15th October, Year 1 went on a school trip to
the Museum of Childhood in Bethnal Green. The children
enjoyed looking at toys of the past and seeing how they have
changed over time.

The children also had a talk about the history of toys and put
some toys on a timeline. They then were able to play some of
the games from the past, such as Tiddly Winks, Magnetic Fish
and Snap.

The children really enjoyed the day and were so well behaved
that the train driver made a point of saying how good they had
been and awarded them a badge!

R
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Dance Assembly

In the Spring Term, Early Years and Key Stage 1 were lucky
enough to participate in Active assemblies on Thursdays.
Every week the children would learn a new recipe related to
healthy eating through dance.

We started with a healthy eating message, created a recipe
using dance movements to music and then finished with
a fun food fact relating to the recipe we made. There are 5
ingredients included in every assembly.

We always started with the ‘Ready Brek Glow,” to get the
blood flowing around the body; then we intensified the warm
up with more dynamic movements; followed by a pulse raiser,
strength and balance and a Cool Down....all in 15 minutes!
All of the children enjoyed doing it and I'm sure they would
agree that their favourite recipe was apple crumble!
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Year 6 Spelling Bee

On Thursday 5th May 2016, Year 6 children took part
in a thrilling Spelling Bee in the church. Having been
given the ‘National Curriculum Year 5 and 6 Spelling
List" back in September, the children have been working
hard throughout the year to learn those somewhat tricky
spellings; this definitely showed in their particularly
successful Spelling Bee.

The children were split into seven teams; they were
tasked with the job of making their spelling-themed team
alliterative. Before you knew it we had: ‘The Powerful
Plurals’, ‘“The Heroic Homonyms', ‘The Primetime Prefixes’,
‘The Victorious Vowels’, ‘The Accurate Antonyms’, ‘The
Crazy Consonants’ and ‘The Super Spelling Suffixes’. Then
the Spelling Bee rounds commenced with each team trying
their best and supporting each other magnificently.

A short prize-giving ceremony concluded the day with ‘The
Primetime Prefixes’ winning with a fantastic 22 points,
followed by our runners-up, ‘The Victorious Vowels’ with
a close 20 points. A fun, exciting afternoon was had by all
and the Year 6 teachers could not have been prouder of the
children for taking part with such a positive, collaborative
team effort.

Great Fire of London

On Wednesday 4th November, Year 2 were visited by the
Freshwater Theatre Company. They are a travelling group
who are able to recreate different times and places for the
children to inhabit. For us, it was London during the Great
Fire that took place in 1666.

We learned and re-enacted how the fire began, how it
spread and how eventually the people managed to control
the fire with gunpowder before it was finally put out. It was
an exciting way to learn about such a momentous event in
the history of our country.
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Museum of London

At the Museum of London, we met Mr Charles Dickens who
told us about the many books he wrote in the Georgian and
Victorian times. In particular, he spoke about the inspiration
for the child characters such as Little Nell, Oliver Twist and
Ignorance and Want, which came from seeing unfortunate,
starving children who lived in an extremely poor area of
London called Saffron Hill. He read extracts from his tales
while children role-played characters.

Although not a child, Mr Dickens explained how the
inspiration for Ebenezer Scrooge came from a grave stone he
saw in Edinburgh which read “Ebenezer Lennox Scroggie: A
mean man.” He changed this into the miserly character from
A Christmas Carol.

In conclusion, it was thoroughly enjoyable and exciting to
watch and we all learned a lot.

New Sports bibs

Following the first coffee morning with parents, it was
decided that KS1 needed a set of St John’s bibs to wear at
various sporting events throughout the year.

| am delighted to report that Mrs Margetts, a parent and
Governor at St John's, organised this and donated them to
our school. We are extremely grateful to Mrs Margetts and
her husband for their generosity and we will wear them with

pride! Thank you

'Ls;iﬁ‘q!-
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School Trips and Events continued

Trophy winners!

On Friday 11th March, Year 2 came second in a Sportshall
athletic event organised by the West Essex Schools
Sports Partnership.

They took part in a variety of different athletic events,
which included a sprint, the hi-stepper, the balance, and
chest throw. The children worked extremely well as a team,
encouraging each other and cooperating well together.

There were six other schools taking part in what was a
very well run event, with children moving from event to
event on the blow of a whistle. Each event lasted for 10
minutes and there was only one rest station so the children
were quite tired by the end! It was a great afternoon and of
course we have a sparkling new trophy for our cabinet as
well as a certificate for each child.

Quantum Theatre

Year 4 had a slightly different English lesson when Quantum
Theatre visited the school to perform their new production
“The Writing on the Wall.”

Using J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter series as inspiration, the
children explored how to create settings, build character
and plot, organise paragraphs, and punctuate direct speech
and how to use conjunctions, pronouns, adjectives and
adverbs as well as enjoy the drama of the theatre!

Roding Valley Meadows

Year 3 enjoyed an active outdoor day at Roding Valley
Meadows. We experienced many different activities which
linked with our geography and history topics. We used
our map and compass skills to find our way around an
orienteering course looking for animal habitats along the
way. Our favourite part of the day was making dens and
lighting fires!

™
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Forest Walk in Knighton Woods

During Book Week, 4K went on a forest walk to
Knighton Woods.

While you may not think that this fits with our Book Week,
we did use Michael Rosen’s ‘We're Going On A Bear Hunt’
as inspiration for writing our own poems, ‘We’re Going On
A Tree Hunt’ and ‘We're Going On A Leaf Hunt'.

Queen Elizabeth 1l

The children of St John’s paid tribute to the Queen for
becoming the longest serving monarch of all time. The
St John’s History Ambassadors - Maya Baptiste-Acteson,
Andre Micallef and Harriet Mcllwaine - announced the
news in both the KST and KS2 Singing Assemblies.

At about 5.30pm on the 9th September, the Queen had
reigned for 63 years and seven months (or 23,226 days,
16 hours and approximately 30 minutes).

Until this day, Queen Victoria held the record for being the
longest reigning monarch.

River Study

In November 2015, Year 5 visited the Epping Forest
Field Centre.

They all got the chance to pull on their wellies and get into
the river looking at river speed, depth and collecting river
bed samples, comparing the differences and similarities
of the upper and lower course of the river.

We then looked at our results in more detail back at
school. A hugely educational day was had by all.

s " T o T
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Mayan Civilisation

Year 5 were visited by the Freshwater Theatre Company in
February 2016. They were given the opportunity to learn
lots of new and fascinating facts about their history topic
this term - the Mayan Civilisation.

During the drama workshop, they learned all about the
hierarchy of the Mayan people, met a Mayan king and
even acted out a battle scene. A fun-filled morning was
had by everyone.

Roding Valley Nature Reserve

In February 2016, Year 5 had a fantastic day at Roding
Valley Nature Reserve to support our science topic on
life cycles.

The day was filled with really interesting activities. The
children took part in a mini beast hunt and had the
opportunity to go bird watching. They also spent half of
the day pond dipping which they all thoroughly enjoyed.
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School Trips and Events continued

London Zoo Trip

On Tuesday 14 June, Year 4 went to London Zoo. Even
though it rained throughout the day, all the children
used their time wisely looking at their favourite animals -
specifically the endangered animals they are investigating
in science. Each child was given a list of questions to
answer about an endangered animal of their choice. They
had to find out why they are endangered and how their
habitat in the wild has changed.

Some of the children made the most of a small period of
sunshine in the afternoon and watched the penguin show.
The penguins were happy to perform for their afternoon
snack whilst we were told some interesting facts about
penguin breeds and their habitat.

It was a fantastic day filled with lots of useful
information.

Imperial War Museum, Duxford

In June 2016, Year 6 went on a school trip to the Imperial
War Museum in Duxford. Everyone had to dress up as
evacuees or teachers from that era. On arrival, Mr Jarmain’s
class went into a replica 1930s classroom, which was
previously used for women to make the wings of airplanes
during WWI!

Holly, who was acting out the role as a teacher from WWII,
led the girls into the classroom and said they had to stand
behind their chairs on the left; then she led the boys in
afterwards and they had to stand behind their chairs on the
right. Before we sat down, we had to take off our hats, as
this was the polite thing to do. We could only take a seat
when told we could. After we sat down, she explained the
rules, we had to keep our elbows and arms off the table as it
was rude. Another rule was that when someone had finished
their work, everyone else had stop and put down their pens
as we had clearly had enough time to complete the task.

We had many other activities during the hour we were in
the classroom, like a gas mask drill, learning to put out an
incendiary bomb, reading a poem, learning the King’s language
using a tongue twister, listening to an air raid siren and learning
what to do if an evacuee heard one. Finally, we had to write
out five different spellings and their meanings.

When we had completed all of these activities, Holly came
out of her role as teacher and apologised for having been

Docklands Museum

Year 5 visited the Docklands Museum to support their
topic of rivers and bridges. During their visit, they took
part in a workshop which explored the history of the River
Thames. They got the opportunity to compare two aerial
images of the River Thames and identify the differences
and similarities from over 40 years ago.

The children also had the exciting opportunity to explore
how the Docks have been used throughout history and
how essential they were to London. All of the children had
a great day out discovering fascinating facts about local
history and enjoying the museum’s interactive displays.

so strict. She even said that we had been the best behaved
class that she’d had in a very long time!

After our time in the classroom, we walked beside the
Duxford runway, watching old antique planes fly up and
down and side to side in the air, including an old Hurricane
and a Spitfire.

We then went to the American Air Museum where we were
allowed to walk around on our own or with a friend. Finally,
we entered the Land Warfare Hanger. Everyone enjoyed
the amazing day and we learned a lot for our World War
Il Project.
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School Trips and Events continued

Epping Forest Field Centre

On arrival, we were registered and then separated into
classes. 6] went to Beech room and 6C went to Hornbeam
room. There were two activities to complete during the day,
the Dick Turpin Compass Trail and the environment
study survey.

The Dick Turpin Compass Trail involved being given
a compass and a piece of paper with some clues and
directions. The class had to follow the compass directions
and discover some fascinating clues about the life of the
infamous Highwayman - Dick Turpin. Sometimes the
clues told us how many steps we had to take there and
we had to use our knowledge of north, south, east and
west to move on to the next clue. It was great fun and we
all really enjoyed it!

During the environment study survey, we looked at the
impact of travellers and visitors on the forest locality. We
examined how much or how little grass land was in the
‘cloud mounds’” and how many cars visited the area by
counting cars driving past while we were there. It was a
lot of fun and we learned a lot!

Hobgoblin Theatre Company bring
A Viking’s Tale

Year 6 enjoyed an afternoon with Hobgoblin Theatre
Company on the 10th March, as they took us on a journey
of ‘A Viking’s Tale’. During the afternoon, the children
experienced an interactive session based on the story of
a female Viking warrior called Freya and her mission to
break the rules of female expectations.

As she arrived at the Harbour, she was inspected by Ivar
the Boneless to determine if she was a suitable warrior for
boarding his ship. Ivar the Boneless was also after some
new recruits as slaves. He struck gold as he soon realised
that he had forty-three 10/11 year olds who could fill
the vacancy.

As the story progressed, the children were split into smaller
groups with a different character to recap what they had
discovered about Viking life so far. We all thoroughly
enjoyed the afternoon and would be sure to avoid harbours
during Viking recruitment days.

Kingswood, West Runton, 2015

During every summer term, the Year 6s from St John’s depart
on their annual residential trip to a Kingswood Outdoor
Centre, which have been in a variety of locations around
the country.

Kingswood'’s objective is to make learning fun, sparking
the children’s imaginations with a range of challenging and
stimulating activities, such as archery, fencing, quad-biking
and abseiling, whilst working in a team environment.

The children also get to visit the local beach so they can
build sandcastles and play sports games.

They always have a great time.
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District Sports

The Epping Forest District School Sports Association Field
Events came to St John’s on 21st June 2016, for the fourth
consecutive year. 400 girls and boys, from 13 schools which
attended, took part in five different events - high jump, long
jump, standing triple jump, ball throw and turbo javelin.

The weather was kind and all the children competed fiercely
showing real skill and determination. A great afternoon was
had by all and the St John’s children proved that the many
hours of practice they put in really does pay off, when they
walked away with the overall field event trophies.

A week later on 30th June, we travelled to Picketts Lock for
the annual EFDSA track event. This time 700 boys and girls
from Year 3 to Year 6 competed in sprint and relay races. All
of the St John’s pupils put in outstanding performances and
won many races, some of them being: Year 4 girls relay, Year
5 boys relay and Year 5 girls relay.

When all points were totalled we were delighted to discover
that we were District Sports Champions for the third year
in a row.

So a big well done to the team.

Cross Country

The final race of the Woodford Green AC (with Essex
Ladies) Schools’ Cross Country League took place on
Thursday, 15th October. This was the 22nd year the event
has been held.

Primary Girls — After a close competition over the three
races, Coopersale Hall won the team event with 160 points
followed by St John’s “A” team on 171 points and Forest
School in third place on 181 points.

All three schools performed consistently over the three
weeks, but Coopersale Hall put together a good team
result in the last race to win the team event. Kezia Beeton
(St John’s), Maisy Silverstone (Woodford Green Prep)
and Imogen Pohl (Coopersale Hall) have been in the top
three positions throughout all the races, but Maisy won
the last race and won the individual event from Kezia in
second place and last year’s league winner, Imogen, in
third place.

Primary Boys — Forest School have led the team competition
throughout the three weeks and won the team event with
91 points, followed by St John’s “A” team on 148 and
Theydon Bois in third on 186 points.

Nathan Gladman (Theydon Bois) won the individual event
on 4 points (with two second places and a first over the
three weeks) with Joshua Acheampong (Forest School) and
Christopher Richardson (Woodford Green Prep) in joint
second place on equal 14 points.
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Multiskills Festival

On Friday 6th November, a group of eight pupils travelled
to Debden Park High School for a Multiskills festival.

This event gives children a chance to take part in a number
of activities using a range of different skills: new age
kurling, target throw, agility relay, balance board, blindfold
relay and balloon volleyball (which was a favourite).

All these events challenge the children’s coordination,
balance, agility and communication skills. It was a great
afternoon which was enjoyed by all especially Mrs Watkins,
who got very competitive during the balloon volleyball.

Football

After 7 matches and many dedicated training sessions,
coached by Rob Thomas, St John’s football team were once
again the champions for 2016! The team was undefeated
all season and every player showed great motivation
and enthusiasm.

They demonstrated a sportsmanship attitude at all times.
Also, a particular mention to Callum Bristow, who was
an excellent Captain. Another great year for football at
St John’s. Well done!

Capture the Flag

On Friday 2nd October, 30 children from Year 2 were able
to attend a Capture the Flag event at Debden Park High
School. This is based on tag rugby and all the children were
involved in running, dodging and capturing members from
the opposing teams.

There was no winner at this event as it was a friendly set of
games between six schools. It was amazing to watch the
children play and use the skills that they have been taught
during their rugby lessons. The children thoroughly enjoyed
themselves on what was a beautiful sunny day.

Sportshall Athletics County Final

After qualifying in the second round of the partnership
competition, on 26th February 2016, the St John's team
progressed to the County Final for a ninth consecutive year.
Spirits were high as we set off on the coach at 7.30am, on
route to Garons Park Leisure Centre in Southend.

The competition was exceedingly strong; all the 16 schools
present had also progressed through their partnership
rounds to reach this stage. St John’s pupils did not waver
in their determination to perform to their best ability. They
showed superb speed and agility through all elements of
the competition. Some children achieved their best jumps
and throwing results ever.

This is a real team event, with points being awarded to
each child following their success. There is no way of
knowing how well the team is doing until the scores have
been calculated. It was a nail-biting finish as St John’s

eagerly awaited the results. The announcer counted down
from 16th to 4th place. Then for the top 3 schools. It was
extremely close with only 26 points separating the top 3.
St John’s gained victory, finishing 24 points ahead, and are
once again County Champions for a fourth consecutive
year, and a fifth year out of six!
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Netball

StJohn’s netball team took to the courts at Alderton Primary
School in April with great enthusiasm and determination.
Unfortunately they lost their first match to Whitebridge
2-0, but then managed a draw with St John Fisher.

When they next took to the courts, they came out all guns
blazing and had a masterful victory (5-3) over Theydon
Bois — who they had lost to in the league.

Going from strength-to-strength, they then won their next
two matches without conceding any goals. At the end of
the first round St John’s had finished in the top group and
so were playing for the trophy. Unfortunately, Whitebridge
were their first match in this round and disappointingly,
St John's lost once again.

Not being ones to give up, they came out fighting and won
against Buckhurst Hill and then Hereward; finally finishing
2nd overall to Whitebridge.

Mrs Watkins is extremely proud of all the girls who took part
in the rally and the league this year — their improvement
has been amazing!

White Water Rafting

On 17th September, 10 very lucky Year 6 children
were selected to visit the White Water Centre in
Waltham Abbey.

4

Sports Day 2016

On a humid, slightly damp Friday in July, a great sporting
event took place - our annual Sports Day. All the children
took part to compete for their house trophy.

The school gates opened and in rushed the parents, friends
and relatives to share a picnic lunch with their children on
the school field. Once the races started, everyone cheered
for their house, all hoping for victory - the children were
very good sports supporting each other.

Each child competed in a 100 metres sprint and a fun race
of either skipping, sack, obstacle, dressing up or for the
steady handed, the egg and spoon.

The winning house changed several times throughout the
afternoon as the scores were so close! Finally, Mr Tidmarsh
read out the final scores and Hamilton was awarded
the trophy.

Three cheers for Hamilton.




Tag Rugby Festival

On Friday 4th of December, 31 St John’s children from
Years 5 and 6 arrived at Davenant Foundation secondary
school feeling excited, nervous and eager to impress.

After nearly 3 months of weekly practice on the school field,
everyone felt confident and ready to take on the cream of
the local schools. 19 different schools would be taking part
during the day, comprising 440 children from 47 teams.

Tag Rugby County Final Champions
On the 17th March, the St John’s Black Tag Rugby team
attended the County Final in Southend. There were fifteen
teams competing in three different groups. Our team didn’t
start well going down one try within the first minute.
However, this only made them more determined and they
came back fighting and as clear winners of the first match.
They then carried on in the same manner, displaying some
of the best tag rugby that we have ever witnessed a team
play. They finished the first round top of their group without
conceding a match (winning 3 and drawing 1).

The next round consisted of some of the top teams from
all three groups. Again, they didn’t start this round well,
going down by three tries early on. They then performed
the comeback of the day and won by 1 try, giving a gutsy
determined performance.

St John’s remained undefeated at the end of this round and
progressed to the semi-final where they beat Great Totham
to gain a place in the final versus West Leigh. It was a very
exciting game with both teams defending well and gaining
many turnovers without score. Finally, St John’s broke
through and gained an important try, which gave them an
important psychological advantage and spurred them on to
victory. Well done!

oL
=

LR

23

St John’s were represented by 3 teams: the Black team
would be taking part in the Partnership ‘Cup’ final, having
qualified in 1st position in the previous round, where they’d
won every game they’d played; the White team would be
playing in the ‘Plate’ competition and the Blue team would
be taking part in the ‘Bowl” competition.

After a brief opening ceremony which included a Haka
dance, all of the children dispersed to their relevant
competitions. Following a warm-up and tactical talk, all
three teams began their games, showing early dominance,
particularly in the skills of tagging and defending space
— which is vitally important for gaining turnovers in tag
rugby games.

We are proud to announce that all three teams performed
extremely well, the Blue team finished third in their Bowl
Competition, remaining undefeated until the very end. The
White team finished as runners-up in the Plate Competition,
remaining undefeated right up to the final, losing 5-4 in the
final to a ‘Golden Try” and pleasingly, the Black team won
5 out of 6 games, including a fascinating 8-7 victory over
Stapleford Abbotts, it was an incredibly nail-biting affair!

Shooters Football Competition

On Friday 13th November 2015, 14 children from Year 2
took part in an inter-school football competition at Shooters
Football Academy in North Weald.

The children from 2B and 2T played several seven-a-side
games against other schools in Epping Forest.

Each game lasted five minutes and gave the children —
some with no previous football experience — opportunities
to practise their football skills. Dylan Clark from 2B was
the first goal scorer for St John’s.

He went on to be top goal scorer with a total of 6 goals
throughout the competition, displaying excellent skill.
Xavier Adeusi and Sidney Keen also made valuable
contributions enabling team 2B to get through to the
semi-finals, scoring a further 2 goals each.

Although 2T faced tough opposition, Kai Mistry managed to
score a corker! The whole team gave 100 percent effort, with
Kaylen Moodley in particular, displaying great ball skills.

Unfortunately, St John’s were knocked out in the semi-finals
by Thomas Willingale but our pupils played with energy,
skill and demonstrated fantastic team spirit.
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Non-Pupil Days
Thursday 1 & Friday 2 September 2016 e Friday 21 October 2016
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Achievement

EY(GLD) 78% 75% 60%
Phonics 85% 85% 77 %
KS1 Reading 78% Comparison not applicable 67 % (estimated)
KS1 Writing 68% Comparison not applicable 59% (estimated)
KS1 Maths 72% Comparison not applicable 65% (estimated)
KS2 Reading 74% Comparison not applicable 66%
KS2 SPaG 91% Comparison not applicable 72%
KS2 Maths 88% Comparison not applicable 70%
KS2 Writing 82% Comparison not applicable 74%
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