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Headmaster’s Message

In the 1830s, Buckhurst Hill was a hamlet
situated on the edge of Epping Forest on
the road from Woodford to Loughton, part
of a busy major route between London
and East Anglia.

The highway had been much improved during this period
by the new Macadam treatment, cutting the travelling time
from Buckhurst Hill to London from four hours to two
hours, which encouraged a few businessmen to move to
Buckhurst Hill, building new residences in the hamlet and
commuting to London. There were two wayside inns - the
Roebuck Inn and the Bald Stag Inn - four farms, a few large
houses and a number of cottages.

In 1838 St John’s Church and School were established. The
school was initially a Sunday School but, as the population
grew, it became a day school serving mainly the girls of
Buckhurst Hill. 2013 marks our 175th Birthday.

The school would have witnessed some interesting times;
the arrival of the train line in 1851 and the use of the Old
Rectory (now The Barn) to house troops in the Second
World War to name but a few. It has also had its ups and
downs including three attempts to demolish us through

www.st-johns-school.com

to the arrival in 2007, on
his first visit, of HRH The
Duke of Gloucester.

Through it all, our
school’s spirit of hard
work and enjoyment has
persevered  admirably
demonstrated in  our
support, last year, of both
the Diamond Jubilee
and London Olympics

and continues in 2013

as we are designated

a National Teaching

School.

Our children continue to be our most notable
achievement. Their impressive academic, musical and
sporting record is coupled with excellent manners and
attitude, ensuring the good name of St John’s is set to
continue well into the 21st Century.

| hope you enjoy our 2013 Newsletter.
P. J. Tidmarsh
Headmaster

St John’s is awarded National Teaching School Status

DavenantFoundation Schoolin Loughtonand
St John’s C.E. Primary School in Buckhurst
Hill have been selected for an important new
role aimed at further raising standards.

The West Essex Teaching School Alliance is one of only 150

educational establishments in England to be granted teaching
school status in the third wave.

The designation by the National College for School Leadership
entitles the schools to lead the training and professional
development for staff.

Staff from our successful schools will now attend a formal
induction at the National College’s learning and conference
centre in Nottingham.

The Teaching School initiative
began in 2011, marking a
shift towards school-centred
training and development. The
programme gives outstanding
schools the freedom and
autonomy to lead a group of
schools, working with other
partners including universities
and institutes of further
education, to deliver high
quality support for teachers
and leaders at all stages in
their career.
...continued over
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Susan Marbe (Deputy Headteacher and the Director of the
St John'’s Teaching School said: “Both Davenant and St John’s
have an outstanding track record of education for our pupils
and St John’s has recently become a centre for Initial Teacher
Training. To be awarded Teaching School status is a fantastic
accolade for our schools and indeed our partners. To be
entrusted with the responsibility for coordinating improving
teaching and learning across a partnership of schools and
to lead research and development in Education, as well as
training and developing the future generation of outstanding
teachers and school leaders, is a privilege.”

The National College has responsibility for the designation
and quality of the Teaching School programme, working
closely with the Department for Education (DfE), as the
national network grows to 500 teaching schools by 2015.

Maggie Farrar, Executive Director at the National College,
said: “Teaching Schools like Davenant Foundation and St

¥
John’s C.E. Primary should be proud of their achievements as
they need to be at the top of their game to take on this role
- outstanding in their own performance and having a track
record of raising standards through school-to-school support.

With some 350 teaching schools around the country we are
now well on our way to creating a self-improving school-led
education system. These are the schools that are blazing the
trail by harnessing the finest teaching talent in the profession
to drive school improvement in innovative ways, and bring
real benefits to pupils and staff.

Trainees can learn from the best teachers in action
and those who want to move up the career ladder are
exposed to excellent practice within and beyond their
immediate school.”

Asthey develop, teaching schools working with other schools and
universities will help to provide the next generation of teachers,
headteachers and support schools in challenging circumstances.

What’s been happening at St John’s

School Trips

Tower of London Trip

On Monday 11th March Year 1 visited the Tower of London
as part of our history topic all about Castles.

We squeezed a lot of interesting activities into our day
including talking to some Yeoman Warders or ‘Beefeaters’,
looking at the Crown Jewels and other precious artefacts,
looking at suits of armour, and sitting in the King’s bedroom
listening to a talk from a real Knight! The weather was
freezing and snowy but we didn’t let that spoil our day. Two
of our favourite parts were seeing the Crown Jewels and
getting to see ravens near the White Tower.

Copped Hall

On 8th May 2013 Mrs Taggart accompanied Gavin Ip from
Year 6 and Lily Jermutus from Year 5 to Copped Hall for the
annual Art Day.

The children were given a guided tour of Copped Hall to
see the extensive renovations taking place and its stunning
grounds. They were then given the opportunity to sketch

and paint any aspect of Copped Hall that captured their
artistic imaginations, in their preferred medium.

Both Gavin and Lily thought it was a ‘great day’” and were
interested in the building and its artefacts. They are proud
of their final pieces, which are currently on display in
Copped Hall for visitors to see.



¥

[N

More Copped Hall Visits

Every year Copped Hall throws open their doors to schools in
our area. We have been lucky enough to participate in several
of their education days aimed at Year 5 pupils. Two pupils
from each school are chosen by their teachers to represent
their school.

The year started with a day that focussed on the history of
the Hall. Mrs Tinker and Mrs Khachy organised this for the
children. The children took part in a tour of the house and the
gardens and then took on the role of the experts and taught
their peers what they had discovered. Other days at the Hall
included Art and Creative Writing.

Finally, a first for St John’s, Year 2 were invited to spend a day
at the Hall exploring the house and the gardens. The children
had a beautiful, sunny day which allowed them to enjoy a
picnic lunch outside as well as play in the gardens. The
following day the children wrote some excellent stories about
the Hall and the people who used to live and work there.

Visit to The Palace of Westminster

On Wednesday 14th November 2012 The School Council
accompanied by MrTidmarsh, Mr Gwinn and Mrs Bickford,
visited the Palace of Westminster.

The date was chosen specifically so that the children
could visit the Cenotaph and view the poppies laid on
the previous Sunday during the Service of Remembrance.
The council members also saw Downing Street and Horse
Guards Parade where they were lucky enough to see
soldiers in dress uniform ready for a rehearsal.

Upon arrival at Parliament everyone was given a tour
of both the House of Commons and the House of Lords
before sitting in the public gallery in the House of Lords
and listening to a debate. They walked though the Central
Lobby (the bit you see on television) and Westminster Hall
which has retained its original Medieval ceiling and where
Kings and Queens are laid in state when they die for people
to pay their respects.

The final part of the visit was a workshop called ‘Elections
and Voting’. This involved everyone agreeing to a
manifesto and taking part in a ‘mock’ election.

There was a winning party and we ended up with our very
own Prime Minister! At the end of the workshop our local
M.P. Eleanor Laing joined in an impromptu question and
answer session.
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The School Council members for this year are:
Year 6 Luis Black (Head Boy) Holly Hembury (Head Girl)

Twinkle Plowman
Erin Kavanagh
Brooke Smith

Year 5 Freddie Hammerston
Year 4 Joseph Gardner
Year 3 Freddy Hutchin

Random facts about St John’s

378 pupils on roll September 2013

309 number of pupils on roll in 1922

50 pupils on roll in 1839

60 full/part-time staff employed by the school 2013

1867 the year Boys & Girls were divided into
2 classrooms from being taught together

97% average level of attendance achieved by
a St John’s pupil in 2013

18 Christian Values we teach
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Pupils in Early Years visit London Aquarium

On Wednesday 13th March 2013 Early Years went on their
first school trip which was a visit to the London Aquarium.
They were all very excited about travelling on a coach up
to London especially as they saw the London Eye and Big
Ben which are both close to the aquarium.

The trip was planned as part of their study of ‘Under the
Sea’ and their understanding of the natural world. They saw
lots of different sea creatures during their trip including an
octopus and penguins. The main part of the aquarium is a
huge tank which houses the sharks and there is a tunnel
made of glass which you can walk through underneath the
sea creatures. The children enjoyed watching the rays swim
past in the ‘Ray Pool” as they have faces which look like
they are smiling at you!

All of the children attended a talk about sharks and got to
hold a real shark tooth and feel the texture of shark skin.
They found out lots of fascinating facts about sharks which
they were able to talk about back at school.

Infant Music Festival

St John’s are looking forward to hosting the Infant Music
Festival on Tst July, when Year 2 pupils from seven other local
primary schools will be joining us for a morning of musical
fun. This is a traditional event which our school has supported
for many years, and this year for the first time, it will be
welcoming many new faces. Meanwhile the children are
busy learning a selection of songs on the theme of “Animals”
which they will be performing together.

Music to our Ears

St John’s has an excellent music tradition with all of our
children being taught to play at least one instrument from
Year 2. In addition to this sixty five children are receiving
individual tuition on a range of instruments including violin,
clarinet, flute, piano and trumpet. Recently twenty four
children sat and passed ABRSM exams. A 100% success
rate. Congratulation to you all and your teachers.

Early Years Nativity

The Early Years children were very proud of their performance
of ‘It's a Nativity” at Christmas time and enjoyed dressing up in
the costumes and performing to their parents and the school.
Musically directed by Mrs Grimsell, it was a traditional tale
with a jazz and calypso vibe to some of the songs, which
made the performance vibrant and fun. Ryan Somers from R1
performed a fantastic solo verse of ‘She lays the baby down’,
leaving very few dry eyes in the house.

Random facts about St John’s

£1.26m budget received from Essex County
Council

£300k (approx.) other income received by the
school e.g. Teacher Training

£225 the estimated cost of building St John’s
in 1838

4 headmasters since 1838 the other 15
Headteachers were women

16 number of graduates training as teachers
at St John’s during 2013 and 2014

#
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Heritage Week

This year St John’s held its first Heritage week. This was to
coincide with the celebrations that mark the 175th birthday
of our school. The Heritage week took place in February and
was well supported by children and parents. The children
were asked to find out about their own heritage as well as
that of the school. This proved to be extremely interesting and
we had families whose forefathers had sailed on the Beagle
with Charles Darwin, boxed in London’s East End and arrived
in England on The Windrush in 1948.

Freshwater Theatre visited the school and provided each child
from Reception through to Year 6 with an insight into what
it must have been like to be a Victorian child. The younger
children were able to play with toys and visit different rooms
in a Victorian house and the older children experienced a
Victorian classroom where they took part in the curriculum
of that era!

Finally children learnt about an artist who used lived next
door to St John’s School. He developed posters for London
Underground to advertise the beauty of Epping Forest and
the train routes to it! Some children went for a walk into the
woods to find the stone that marks the spot where Spradbery
house once stood.
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Fishing for Stars
Key Stage 1 Nativity 2012

Every child inYears 1 and 2 was involved in the annual nativity
performance which told the story of The Lost Sheep. The first
performance was given to KS 2 followed by two afternoon
performances to parents and grandparents.

Hussein Boyraz gave an excellent, confident performance as
the lost sheep who discovers Mary and Joseph with the baby
Jesus in the stable. Eloise Truss and Bradley Griffin played
the parts of Mary and Joseph beautifully. The performance
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also featured a multitude of angels who danced and sang
wonderfully as well as some beautiful stars.

Some of the performers sang solos or in small groups and all
of the children supported the excellent singing throughout.

Each of the children inYear 2 had a special role, either in a singing
part or as one of the outstanding narrators who learned their
lines well and delivered them clearly. Year 1 children supported
the singing dressed as villagers of the town and sang some
Christmas songs at the end of the story. The whole performance
was arranged and led by Mrs Huff and enjoyed by all.

Moving onto Secondary School

In July 2013, 45 children left St John’s to move on to
secondary school. We at St John’s are sure they will
continue to work hard and impress their new schools.
The destination for these children was as follows

* 16 Roding Valley Secondary School

¢ 11 Davenant Foundation School

* 3 West Hatch High School

* 2 Anglo European School

* 3 Other State Schools e.g. Epping St John’s

* 12 children also sat exams and attended an interview
for a place at a local independent school and obtained
27 offers, including 5 Scholarships, between them.
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Arts Week 2013

Celebrating 175 years of St John’s School was the theme
for this year’s eagerly anticipated Arts Week. Once again
the entire school week was taken over by the Arts with
workshops offering an exciting mix of: dance, drama,
music, photography, painting, collage, decoupage, clay
work, printing, rag rugging, mixed media art, ceramic
painting, cooking, as well as a Year 5/6 trip to the National
Gallery.

838-2013
BIRTHP

The children were delighted to work with lots of different
staff members and privileged to work with inspirational
artists and visitors who thoroughly enjoyed the children’s
enthusiasm and creative approach to their workshops.

Jim Scott, a freelance artist with an extensive background
in teaching art and design in education, ran a workshop
which used images of the school and documents, past
and present, combined with techniques of inks and water
to create a super 3D model of the school’s distinctive
architecture.

Jill Sherlock (Devereux), a truly talented freelance artist
and parent at the school, ran a super acrylics workshop
teaching the fine art techniques of painting clouds, trees
and the school buildings.

We also welcomed Valerie Osment, a Professional Visual
Artist whose work is mainly based in illustration, drawing
upon multiple media to create art that is site responsive and
purpose specific in 2D or 3D form. At the start of the week
she worked in collaboration with Catherine Hammond
— Education and Outreach officer for the Epping Forest
District Museum - on a project run by the museum based
on the local artist Walter Spradbery.

The project is aimed at creating resources that can help
children achieve the Discover Level of Arts Award. The
project involves the museum working with a current artist
to create online learning resources linked to the life and
works of Walter Spradbery,
with suggestions for art
activities inspired by his
work. A selection of Year
4 pupils from St John's
are participating in the
project and their prints,
created during Arts Week,
will shortly be on display
at the Museum.

For the remainder of the week Valerie worked with Year 4
and 5 pupils creating fabric paintings and prints inspired by
Walter Spradbery. These pupils engaged in pre Arts Week
workshops with Mrs Goodman to create their own designs
and undertook two successive workshops with Valerie who
enabled them to complete the full process from design to
completion.

Mr Baidoo, Art teacher and clay specialist from Roding
Valley High School and art technician, Caroline Hogan
joined us once again to bring an exciting opportunity
to create caricature clay mugs and creatures, teaching
advanced techniques in working with clay to achieve
creative and high quality pieces that will be fired and glazed.
Jenny Parsons, the Community and Arts Coordinator from
Roding, joined in the fun of clay design, taking a workshop
inspiring children to make models made of two halves
of different animals. On Thursday she returned with the
Youth Health Champions and selected pupils from Roding
Valley to teach a dance class to Year 4s. The Youth Health
Champions have been trained by NHS workers to promote
health among their peers.

The week started uniquely with the Dr Barnado’s fundraising
competition — bean growing being judged. Beans of all
sizes came tottering into school with some impressive
efforts. A representative from Barnado’s judged each class’s
selection. Esther Richards won the tallest bean, Sam Hay-
Campbell the smallest bean and Chloe Buckley won the
donations draw and the Dr Barnado’s Bear.

Each morning thereafter the school was treated to a show
of drama, dance and singing from the high energy and
ambitious ‘Oliver’ workshops run by Jack Dawkins, the Artful
Dodger and Fagin (aka Mrs Setterfield and Mrs Khachy).

The week concluded with a sharing assembly, which
reflected the diversity of workshops offered during the week
and gave the children the opportunity to share what they
had learnt and enjoyed creating with the rest of the school
and to see for the first time the collection of unique and
inspirational artworks that will be displayed throughout the
school. It was lovely to see the range of different artists,
media and techniques that had been taught and the pride
the children had in their work.

A special thank you goes to the PTA for funding the week,
our visitors, staff and pupils for all their hard work and
parents for their continuing support. A special thank you
also goes to Mrs Leone-Prickman, who spent the week
skillfully capturing all the action through photography.
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Chigwell Exhibition

In March this year we exhibited five selected pieces of art and design technology
work to the 2013 Chigwell School Open Art, Design and Technology Exhibition.

It was a lovely opportunity for the selected pupils to have their work exhibited in a
professional gallery style setting and to be able to see the variety and high standard
of art work being created in our local schools. The exhibition was very popular,
receiving excellent feedback and will be extended further next year.

The following works were submitted:

Daisy Kelly - Portrait of the Queen

Sophia Golstein & Elisabeth Rabu — Union Jack Buggy
Rosie Bristow - The Mad Hatter in Watercolour

Oliver Coote, James Radley, Luis Black, Zachary Maignen and Sophia Bennett -
David Hockney style Jubilee Flotilla on canvas

Matthew Neilam-Bell and Faith Moniatis — Mod roc Volcano 7

Each artist has been presented with a certificate to congratulate 4
them on their contribution to the exhibition.




¥

[N

Arts Award for St John’s Pupils

We are delighted that 15 of our Year 4 pupils have achieved the
Arts Award Discover Level through taking part in a project run by
Catherine Hammond from the Epping Forest District Museum.

Discover is an award open to young people aged 7 and above
and to achieve Discover, young people undertake a special arts
project, find out about artists and their work and share their
experiences with others. The scheme is administered by Trinity
College, London and is supported by Arts Council England.

To achieve the Discover Level of Arts Award, the group needed
to investigate the work of artist Walter Spradbery who is famous
for the posters he designed for London Transport. He lived close

Art in Essex - County Hall Display

In February 2013 we were pleased to have our art work
selected to be displayed once again at County Hall in
Chelmsford as part of the ‘Art in Essex Schools’ Scheme.

We chose to exhibit one of our two large charcoal pieces
created during Arts Week 2012 with artist Jim Scott by Year
4, 5 and 6 pupils. The piece was inspired by London 2012
and the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and features a montage of

to St John’s School and much of his work was inspired by Epping
Forest. The group also worked closely with respected artist
Valerie Osment to create prints inspired by the transport posters
of Spradbery and their work will also be displayed alongside
Spradbery’s prints in a small exhibition about the project back
at the museum.

Congratulations to all our trailblazers in this exciting new
scheme: Emre Gulsere, Joe Piechulla, Gwen Datey, Olivia Curtis,
Ellie Turner, Jenny Lycett, Jennifer Smith, Holly Timmis, Millie
Simmons, Olivia Gwinn, Erin Kavanagh, Jayden Patel, Esther
Burton, Mathilda Briscoe and Amelia Royce.

images synonymous with these important events. The children
had enjoyed building up from a blank fabriano canvas using
just charcoal, rubbers and blending techniques to create the
striking images and shading. Transporting the piece to County
Hall was a feat in itself but instantly attracted an impressed
audience among the Councillors as it was put in place in the
corridor to the members’ restaurant.
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Visiting Pets

In Year One we have been learning about animals as part of
our science work this term and we invited some pets into
our classrooms! Our pets in 1C included several dogs, a
puppy and a rabbit (but not all at the same time).

We heard about how animals have to be kept clean and
healthy, and what special food they eat. We heard about
some other interesting pets that couldn’t make it into school
and looked at some photos of them.

As part of our science topic this term Year 1 have been
looking at animals. We have been finding out about wild
animals, their habitats and how they survive. We have also
shared information about our pets and how we care for
them. Some parents very kindly brought in their pets for
the children to ask questions about and discuss the needs
of different kinds of pets.

Christmas Staff Panto

Christmas 2012 saw the sixth, which was by far the biggest,
staff pantomime. With over 40 members of staff participating, it
was a challenge to write so many parts, but we like a challenge
at St. John’s and so a new and unique version of A Christmas
Carol (with a hefty dose of creative licence) was born!

The central character, Evasneezer Scrooge, a mean and miserly
teacher who loved nothing better than to spread doom and
gloom (skilfully played by Mrs Setterfield) was visited by the
fairy ghosts of Panto Past, Present and Future. She was spirited
back to a Victorian classroom where she witnessed the misery
of a pantoless ‘festive’ season. After that, she was transported
to the modern day classic, “Cinderella” (the truly ugly sisters
played convincingly by Mr Jarmain, Mr Daines and Mr Kemp)
and the not so classic versions of “Goldilocks and the Three
Bears” and “The Wizard of Oz”, where the Gruffalo (played
in true panto spirit by Mrs Radley) became the tyrannical
creature.

The Good Fairy, aka Mrs Mochalska, did her best to convince
Scrooge to change, but ultimately it was the wicked fairy of
Christmas Yet to Come (aka Mrs Marbe) who showed Scrooge
the error of her ways by transporting her to a school devoid of
humour, laughter and values. This convinced Evasneezer that
there must be a panto and that the school should ring out with

the sounds of children’s laughter at seeing their teachers in an
entirely differently light. As indeed they did!

The grand finale was brought firmly up to date with a surprising
and entertaining full cast display of Gangnam Style - a once
only and never to be repeated spectacle! Whilst conceived,
written and directed by Mrs Khachy and Mrs Goodman, credit
goes to the entire staff for their courage, creative costumes,
humourous performances, support and for being all round
good sports. Our unique Christmas gift to the children.
Long live the panto!




Red Nose Day 2013

Red Nose Day returned to St John’s this year bigger and
better than ever, organised by the Student Council together
with Mrs Goodman and Mrs Bickford.

As pupils streamed through the gates, awash with huge
smiles and super outfits, it promised to be a ‘funny day’.
With the spare change jar generously filled in the office,
staff too joined in with the dressing up providing great
comedy to the day.

There were numerous entries to the funniest limerick
competition and the funniest joke and contributions to
the cake sale were both creative and truly delicious.

The afternoon assembly was a circus of giggles and fun.
Winners of the competitions were presented with their
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gifts by an eclectic mix of characters. There was some
good humoured foul play with the ball in the bucket
games, most of it initiated by Miss Crawford!

The finale to this fun raising frivolity was the Mum’s
Pancake Race which had been postponed from Shrove
Tuesday due to bad weather.

There was a humorous and gallant effort by all and
participants were presented with aprons uniquely
designed by Mrs Law.

A huge thank you is extended to all the staff, pupils, Student
Council and parents for their support of this event, which
helped us raise an impressive £760 for Comic Relief.

< = - " —_ s =

The grand opening of the Olympic Wing

On 17th July 2012, St John’s welcomed back HRH The
Duke of Gloucester KG GCVO to open the new Olympic
Wing. Both children and staff at our school had a
wonderful day to remember.
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Sports

Girls Cricket

On the 7th of June 2013, St John’s girls cricket team arrived
at their first cricket tournament! The first match was against St
John Fisher. The A team girls were Imogen Burton, Alice Petyt,
Daisy Kelly, Holly Hembury, Lily Smithers, Kerys Crosby, Ella
Davis and Faith Moniatis. St John’s lost the toss which meant
they were batting first. Kerys and Faith stepped up to the
wicket. After a couple of bowls, Faith hit a brilliant boundary
which added 4 points to the total.

After a good innings it was Imogen and Alice’s turn to bat.
They too succeeded as did the rest of the team! After some
amazing batting, our turn was over; it was then time to field.
Faith was the first to bowl. She bowled very well. Before the
end of the match the whole team had caught or stopped some
wonderful balls. Then the match was over and there was
nothing more anyone could do! We waited for the results.
Then we heard...SJCE have won! The team were so happy and
ran to tell Mr Jarmain the exciting news. The score was 79-43
to St John’s.

The next match was against the school that everyone called
the best...Staples Road. They were extremely good! Before
everyone knew it the match was over and waited anxiously to
hear the results. The referee stated “You all played brilliantly,
| have seen some exceptional cricket skills, but today the
winners are St John's! There were only 9 points between the
two teams. St John’s now believed that they could realistically
win this. The next match was against Theydon Bois which we
needed to win to go through to the semi-finals. After playing
what seemed like our best game ever, we were ecstatic that
we had won yet again!

After practising during our lunch time, we were prepared to
play Staples Road in the semi final. The girls did well under
pressure but so did Staples Road. The referee added up the
points. She said “The winners are... StJohn’s! The girls were all
ecstatic and couldn’t believe it! It was amazing!

Straight after this superb result was the final!
We batted first and did very well. However, Epping were
amazing, they did some brilliant hits of the ball. The referee

said just before the last bowl that Epping had to get 4 points to
draw, 5 to win. The girl who was batting had hit 2 boundaries

which both added 6 points to the total, before the last ball. This
was extremely close. If she made this they had won. Holly
was to bowl the last bowl. She bowled the ball. There stood
the opposition, ready to do their very, best.... she missed. St
John’s had won and were overjoyed! Unbelievable!

After hardly any practice everyone pulled together and
performed brilliantly. Excellent teamwork and determination.
St John’s girl’s cricket team (A) were victorious!

Football

It was a difficult season to maintain any structured coaching
due to the weather causing lots of match and training
cancellations. However, after a sluggish start and some heavy
defeats, the squad pulled together and improved by playing
some excellent passing football and gaining some very
creditable results. A mid-table finish was very well earned
and well done to everyone involved.

Pick of the matches was an end to end encounter at Upshire
which included our goal of the season scored by Kya Mellish,
collecting a clearance from the opposing goalkeeper just
inside their half with a brilliant first touch and then firing a
thunderbolt into the top corner.

Unfortunately the match ended with our team on the wrong
end of an 8-7 scoreline.
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Netball

With the building work finished it was training back to
normal this year, the girls were as enthusiastic as ever
with 20 attending practice regularly. Unfortunately some
schools are not as lucky and are unable to get enough
players together to make a team and therefore our league
only consisted of five teams.

We got off to a flying start with both A and B teams winning
convincingly at Limes Farm - the A team by 29-0! Training
continued into November but due to bad weather and dark
evenings matches and training had to cease until February.
Our next match saw both teams losing at Theydon Bois,
but the following match saw a win for the A team against
Buckhurst Hill 10-8.

[t was with great excitement that the girls welcomed
Hereward Primary to our first home match since the
building work was completed, and the League depended
on the result of this match. Unfortunately it was a loss for
us meaning that Hereward won the league this year.

3
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At the end of season rally both teams performed
exceptionally well with the A team winning all their
matches in the first round and finishing top of their group.
Unfortunately the next round saw them suffer their first loss
which meant that they finished 3rd, with Buckhurst Hill
and Theydon Bois sharing 1st place.

Well done to all the girls who take part in training every
week making it a fun and sociable time for all, their
continued commitment is valued.

A Team

Alice Petyt (C), Lily Smithers, Daisy Kelly, Holly Hembury,
Chloe Buckley, Sophia Bennett, Imogen Burton.

B Team

Katie Smullen (C), Emma Lycett, Katie Smith, Madison
Holden-Ettridge, Ruby Moody, Rosie Bristow, Ella Margetts,
Jasmin Kelly, Marlie Fry.

Tag Rugby

On Tuesday the 12th March, St Johns Tag Rugby A-Team
competed in a Partnership Tournament. Our first match was
against Theydon Bois. Ben Lockstone started with the ball,
decisively passing to Kyle. He ran through the oppositions
line, seconds later, scoring a try. This put us into a 1-0 lead.
It was Theydon’s ball, but St Johns fought hard, and soon
managed to obtain 6 tags - it was our ball again. The same
routine occurred, (with Ben passing to Kyle) Kyle passed
to Oliver and to our delight he scored a terrific try! A very
entertaining match. The final score was 6-3 to us!

Our next match was against Thomas Willingale. Unfortunately
in the early minutes of the match Alice Petyt managed to get

injured and had to go off - Daisy Kelly came on. Try’s were
repeatedly scored! Kyle, Holly, Amarveer and Ella Margets
scored some great try’s, the final score was 6-4 to us.

Next came Herewood. We got off to a good start scoring an
excellent two more try’s. Again St Johns won their match. We
were delighted to hear that we had made our way through
to the final against Buckhurst Hill Community Primary in the
final (who are also an extremely talented team).

THE FINAL - We were very pleased as we had won the ball to
start and our luck continued with Holly Hembury scoring an
absolutely fantastic try as she blasted through the middle of the
pitch! Buckhurst Hill weren’t phased, they came back fighting,
scoring a great try themselves. It was then our ball again, but
due to the pressure, we panicked and the opposition were
able to get six tags. They then had possession over the ball and
scored another try and that put them into a 2-1 lead.

We were determined and and fought hard however Buckhurst
Hill were very good at attacking as well as defending as they
collected 6 tags immediately afterwards. They then went on
to score another try. The halfway whistle was blown and Mr
Jarmain took us aside to discuss tactics. The match went on
and we scored try’s here and there by various different people,
but Buckhurst Hill were making it very difficult - in true St
Johns spirit we didn’t give up! The final score was 8-5 to
Buckhurst Hill, they were very worthy winners. We were very
pleased with the result, second place is a great achievement.
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St John’s Athletics Family Final 2013

On Friday 15th February, St John’s highly successful Indoor
Athletics team visited Debden Park secondary school for
the annual Sportshall Athletics tournament. They arrived
promptly at 9:30 and the competition began at around
10 o’clock.

The first race was the girl’s obstacle relay and Rosie Bristow,
Lily Jermutus, Jasmin Kelly and Lily Smithers stepped up and
won their race by a mile - all thanks to the great practice
they'd been putting in week after week previously! The
boy’s race was next and Kya Mellish, Oliver Coote, Daniel
Varda and Yasu George did just as well, also winning their
race!

After that the boys went off to do their field events which
included: chest push (where you needed to see how far
you could throw a basketball), speed bounce (where you
see how many times you can jump over a foam triangular
prism in 20 seconds), standing triple jump (a hop-step-jump
from a standing position), standing long jump (a standing
jump) and vertical jump (where you see how high you can
jump). Whilst these events were taking place the children
approached the start line for the next race: the girls 1x1
relay and Akua Opare and Ella Davis did amazingly well,
winning their race.

Marlie Fry and Daisy Kelly took part in the 2x2 lap relay
and also won their race. Ella Margetts and Holly Hembury
performed astonishingly well winning the most tiring race
in the competition - the six lap Paarlauf! The race after that
was the 4x1 relay, with Daisy Kelly, Ella Davis, Ella Margetts
and Holly Hembury and... surprise, surprise... they won
again! The girls then went over to do their field events and
the boys came back to do their races.

Both the boys and girls achieved first place in the triple
jump with the girls getting a combined score of 18.5 and
the boys 17!

In standing long jump the girls came 2nd with a total 5.8
meters, but the boys came first with a 6.5 total!

Waiting for the results of the competition was tense, but we
knew that whatever place we’'d come we had achieved it as
a team. We would win together or lose together.

Finally, we got the results. We sat nervously as they
announced the winners. In 5th place was St John Fisher
with 1197 points, 4th was Thomas Willingale with 1233.
3rd place was lvy Chimneys with 1286, 2nd was Buckhurst
Hill with 1423. That meant that with 1554 points, the
winners were us!

Everyone was cheering and grinning at each other! We had
done it again; this would be the 6th year in a row that we had
won and we would get to have our school’s name inscribed
on the trophy once again! It also meant that we were through
to the Essex County finals on the 20th of March!

The first boys race was the 1x1 lap relay featuring: Kieran
Chopping and Amarveer Pawar and it was yet another win
for St John’s!

The next race for the boys was the 2x2 lap relay and Alex
Andonov and Dylan Moore also put in a great performance,
winning their race! Ben Lockstone and Kyle Beeton won
the 6 lap relay by a country mile, leading to the final race -
the 4x1 relay (which included Yasu George, Ben Lockstone,
Amarveer Pawar and Kyle Beeton); they won with a
record timel!
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The last race for the girls was the over and under race
featuring Lily Smithers, Arina Pavlova, Lily Jermutus and
Marlie Fry. These girls finished their race first meaning that
the girls had won every single race! Daniel JC, Bradley
Hall, Dylan Nicholls and Daniel Bartrop also won their last
race! This meant that St John’s had won every single race !

We also did magnificently well at the field events!
The girls came second in the chest push with a total of 20
points and the boys came 1st with a total of 23.5 points!

The girls got a whopping 155 points in the speed bounce
putting them in 1st place whilst the boys got 136 and
came 2nd.

In vertical jump the girls achieved 129 points which was a
whole 18 points ahead of 2nd place! The boys came 2nd
with 110 points, that’s only 7 points behind the winners!

Schools Athletics League 2013

Every May a small athletics team take on local private
schools at Ashton Playing Fields to compete in the Schools
Athletics League. Mrs Khachy and Mrs Watkins select and
train our athletes to take part in various athletics events
such as the 4 x 400m relay, 600/800m race, 80m sprint,
standing long jump, long jump, high jump, shot putt and
cricket ball throwing.

The competition takes place over the four Thursdays in May
and points are added together from each meeting towards
a final score. As always, the team demonstrated outstand-
ing team spirit and performed brilliantly. Special mention
must go to both the boys” and the girls’ relay teams which
were slick and second to none. Watching them run and
pass the baton so seamlessly was breath-taking! Positively
poetry in motion!

The team won several individual events too and nearly
won both the boys” and the girls’ title. However, it was not
to be this year and instead both teams came an excellent
second. This year’s team were: Holly Hembury, Kyle Beeton,
Ella Davis, Ben Lockstone, Daisy Kelly, Kieran Chopping,
Ella Margetts, Kya Mellish, Rosie Bristow, Yasuaki George,
Imogen Burton, Max Dobinson, Akua Opare and Daniel
Bartrop. Individual event winners were Kyle Beeton (sprint,
high jump and long jump) and Alice Petyt (shot putt). You
may be interested to know that Daniel Rowden (2009) still
holds the record for the standing long jump!

Key Stage 1 Sportshall Athletics -
Well Done Year 2!

In March 2013 a Year 2 team from St John’s was invited to
attend the very first Key Stage 1 Sportshall Athletics event
at Debden Park School. The track events included obstacle
relays, 10 lap hurdle relays and the 10 lap Paarlauf relay. The
field events included javelin, speed bounce, long jump, chest
push and balance beam. St John’s were competing against
eleven other local schools and we were the proud winners of
all the boys’ and girls’ events and overall winner of the whole
competition. Fantastic enthusiasm and determination was
shown by Ella-Rose Atkinson, Kezia Beeton, Erin Falshaw,
Alice Richards, Esther Richards, Maddison Smith, Artemis
Barnett, Ruby Coyte, Agnessa Pavlova, Sophie Reed, Joshua
Bartrop, Jesse Francis, Henry Hammerston, Kian Steward,
Aston Watson-Weaver, Jesse Friend, Roman Hall, Noel Togara,
Kasey Clark and Frankie Organ.
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Essex County Indoor Athletics Final 2013 at
Southend-on-Sea

On the 20th of March, St John’s Indoor Athletics team travelled
to the Garron Leisure Centre at Southend-on-Sea, to compete
in the Sportshall Athletics School Games Essex Final, 2013.

After winning the Partnership Shield for 6 years in a row,
we were doubly determined to regain our Essex County
Champions title (after finishing 2nd the last year, but winning
in the three previous years).

Firstly, we were entertained with the opening ceremony,
which consisted of a 1920s style dance performed by some
KS3 boys and girls from a local school in Southend.

Next, our captains, Daisy Kelly and Ben Lockstone represented
our school by carrying our noble flag around the arena, joining
the 13 other schools competing in this competition; including
Lee Chapel, St Michaels, St Luke’s, St Helens, Bornes Green,
Bornmouth Park, Chase Lane, Little Thurrock , Dunnow St
Mary’s, Quilters, Grove Wood, Birch C of E and Moulsham.

The track events were first. We were in the second race and
we waited with bated breath as the girls (Lily Smithers, Lily
Jermutus, Rosie Bristow & Jasmine Kelly) won the obstacle
race! We were so excited and hoped the day would continue
as it started. Later Kyle Beeton and Ben Lockstone performed
exceptionally well in the 6-lap Paarlauf coming 1st. We won
both 4x1 relays as the track events finished.

As the field events started, it took the girls only two events
to gain a first place spot - in the speed bounce. We also won
both standing triple jumps (Imogen Burton and Amarveer
Pawar) to end the day.

The results. They were called in reverse order. And by 3rd
place we hadn’t been called. Almost knowingly we waited
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for our name to be called in second. As the announcer
called out, “And in second place is ... St...” You could hear
the nervousness in the air, “St Michaels!”

A deafening roar sounded throughout the hall. We had
won! Mr Jarmain punched the air. The rest of the team
cheered with delight.

The entire team were stunned and still couldn’t believe it
until we arrived back at school and heard the tumult of the
rest of the school applauding us.

We were going home as Essex County Champions, once again!

Year 2 Sports Events
Key Stage 1 Multi Skills Festival

Children in Year 2 have had some exciting Sports
opportunities this year. In November 2012 thirty of our
pupils went to a Key Stage One Multi Skills Festival at
Debden Park High School, along with children from other
local schools.

They took part in a circuit of varied activities such as
hurdles, target throw, bouncing a basket ball, throwing
beanbags into hoops, batting a ball and jumping along a

ladder.

All the children had a lot of fun and enjoyed the experience
of using the magnificent sports hall at Debden Park. This
was not a competitive event, but certificates were awarded
to pupils who showed the greatest courage, determination,
friendship and excellence.

The event encouraged the fortunate participants to develop
wider sporting qualities while practising and improving
their skills.




@ St John’s C of E School @
-V Academic Year 2013 - 2014 <Y

September 2013 October 2013 November 2013 December 2013

e W TS Ts [ W[ Ts [w[ v [w [T [w[v[w[ e sTs]
mi 2 N 2 A A A

KN L8N 1 8 73 ) N N A ] £ EMERER R RAEN
o i [ [ [ e L [ 2] | e [ [ s o e[ e[
e 7 0 8| 2 |71 [ 22| 71 [ 22| 2 e Bl 2 [ 2 | [ @ 20 2| 2 |5 [ | o | 7 o [ 8] 0| 71| 2]
EEEREEE BN EEEEEEN e - - EEE
1 I N 111 A B

January 2014 February 2014 m April 2014

(M{T{w]T]FIS[sIM[T[W[T[F[S[sImM|TIW[T[F[S|SIM/TIW/TIFIS]S]
I 4 s ) [ [ [ Jedef J ] [ [ [rfa] Jt]2]3 45 [6]
[6 [7 |8 [o [tofn]2fs [4 ][5 |6 |7 |8 |ofs |4 [5[6][7 6o |aJ8 o [i0[a]2]]
[E[HE]] 8
21
2728 |20[s0fs1] | faefasosjorjos] | [efos[oe]or|osfoofsofosloofso] [ | | |
[ [ [P0 1 Jeef [0 7 [ [ 11 [ [ [ 1 [

May 2014 June 2014 July 2014 August/ September 2014

DS OSSO S DR
N A 2 S

K I G A 3 0 0 A R
e [0 5 [ [ o~ [ e[| o 7| [ fael e ] ]
IEIEIE - EIE DA EIEIE] % [ |8 [ ] 2 % 2
25 I BEEREEE N > FEEIEE
I M 8 E K N

[ ]=School days / Weekends [ _|=School holidays || = Bank holidays

Non-Pupil Days
Mon 2 Sept 2013 Fri 25 Oct 2013 Thurs 13 Feb 2014  Fri 14 Feb 2014  Fri 23 May 2014 Mon 21 July 2014

o
This lawn has been treated by, f. ':'-r-..th,_

.-:r‘” 3

Nick and Steve Bromley run the Greenthumb Chigwell lawn
treatment franchise. Between them they treat almost 900 lawns.
The lawns are visited four times a year during which weed
control and fertiliser is applied. They also specialise in hollow
tine aeration, scarification and top dressing. Lawn diseases
and disorders can also be treated. Prices start from just £15.
Call Nick or Steve for a free, no obligation lawn survey.

St John’s C of E School, Buckhurst Hill, Essex IG9 5RX
Headmaster: P ] Tidmarsh B.Ed. (Hons)
Telephone: 020 8504 2934 Fax: 020 8559 2956
Email: admin@st-johns-buckhursthill.essex.sch.uk
Website: www.st-johns-school.com




